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ABSTRACT 

A companion piece of volume 1, this section of the 
feasibility study consists entirely of eight appendixes. Appendix A 
describes the objectives of the study and how they were 
operationalized. Appendix B consists of the information kit used to 
inform community members about the education voucher program and 
includes clippings of newspaper articles that were written about the 
program. Appendix C includes outlines and summaries of the various 
workshops, forums, and public meetings that were part of the public 
information campaign. Appendix D includes the guestionnaires and 
other research instruments used in the survey of different groups 
within the Gary community, and Appendix E contains the computer 
printouts of the results of the survey. Appendix F lists the 15 
members of the Gary community who comprised the Pre-Planning Toucher 
Board; Appendix G lists 14 consultants and facilitators; and Appendix 
H is a selected bibliography on the subject of education vouchers. 
(JG) 
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OBJECTIVES 



Primary Objectiv es 

The primary objective of thfs study is to determine the 
feasfbfUty of Gary. Indiana's applying to the Office of Economic 
Ooportunity. Washington, D.C. for Education Voucher Technical 
Planning Funds. These funds would be used to finance the cost of 
further planning and analysis in order to determine Gary's suit- 
ability as a Pre-Voucher Planninc^ Site . 

Feasibility is defined here in ter.-ps of the desirability , 
workability and advisability of Gary's becoming a Pre-Vouuher 
Planning Si te . 

Desirability: This refers to the extent to which the 

necessary imputs for an Education Voucher 
System exist In Gary. These imputs would 
be derived from the various community, 
school, administrative and governmentr-* I 
sources (stakeholders) and ./ould include 
their awareness of such a system, thsir 
acceptance of it and their ability and 
willingness to institute and ma k e use of 
j.t ■ Their awareness of an Education 
Voucher System or Education Voucher 
Schools would depend upon the information 
they receive ab.,ut such a system or 
schools. Their acceptance of it would be 



directly related to the extent to which this system 
or these schools meet their children's defined educa- 
tion needs. FlnaJly their ability and willingness to 
use such a system would depenJ upon the willingness of 
the existing educational structure to participate In 
the creation of a voucher system; the accessibility of 
these schools in terms of distance and cost and the 
attractiveness of the education programs provided by 
these schools. 

In addition, the feasibility study will take Into con- 
sideration a number of concerns voiced b^ OEO. 
First of all, the target area should be selected such 
that a sufficient variety of schools could be generated 
so that parents could, in fact, make a choice. This, 
of course, assumes that there exists with the variety 
of schools a variety of programs so that parents are 
given real choices on the basis of programs and needs. 
Secondly, the target area(s) should be characterized in 
such a wcjy that it would produce a racially balanced 
mixture of students. Similarly, the target area should 
produce in :he proposed Voucher Schools, a sufficient 
number of 3co». Jmi ca I I y disadvantaged children. Finally, 
private as weP as public schools must be willing to 
participate in such a sys tem. 

This term describes the degree to which the stake- 
holders can come together in a coherent system that 
can be i rnp 1 emen ted In order for this to take plrice, 
it will be necessary to obtain agreement among the 
stakeholders upon a set of rules for the regulation 



of the system. These rules would be concerned with the 
eliglbfUty of schools and parents to participate in the 
system; the procedures for applying to schools for accept- 
ance; the procedures governing acceptance; the procedures 
related to bookkeeping and budgeting; and the establish- 
ment of management procedures and practices to ensure 
the smooth and viable functioning of the system. 
Above all, the term workab 1 1 i ty would also refer to the 
establishment of an Education Voucher Agency (EVA) which 
would have basically the same concerns as mentioned dir- 
ectly above. In addition, It would have the function of 
allocat ng and collecting funds in the system. Thus, 
specific rules governing the relationship of the schools 
to the EVA as well as the EVA's relationship to the exist- 
ing local board structure must be devised and implemented. 

Advisability : This term is based upon the extent to which the conditions 

of the first two terms are net. That Is, It will be deemed 
advisable that Gary apply as a Pre-Voucher Planning Site 
only if a viable voucher structure can be devised and 
there are clear reasons to believe that it can be im- 
plemented, given specified limitations of time, cost, 
need, accessibility and suitability of planned programs 
to Identified problems (educational and other) in Gary. 
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The secondary objective- of the study relate to the means of processes 
by which the priory o',Jective is to be achieved. More specifically, these 
objectives are: >^ 

1) To conduct the necessary publicity and public information campaigns 
to assure that all citizen-stakeholders have adequate Information 
about the projected plans. 

2) To establish a 15 member Pre-Planning Voucher Board. (Tnis Board 
could lead to the establishment of an Education Voucher Agency (EVA) 

3) To Identify the proposed target population and area highlighting 
their specific demographic, political, sociological and educational 
character I st ics . 

M To identify those stalceholders necessary to the effective conduct 
of the feasibility study and to the process described In the re- 
maining steps 5 through 9. 

5) To conduct necessary workshops for all stakeholders in order to 
facMitate a process of collaborative planning and decision- 
making related to the institution of a voucher system. 
Workshcpr will deal with the following topics: 

a) Defining criteria for the voucher system. 

b) Design of the voucher. 

c) Educational Program Options under the voucher system. 

d) Organizational (New Schools) options under the voucher 
system. 

e) Lega', Political a^^ Sociological issues In establishing 
a voucher system. 

••■^ Please see Appendix A - Prograr: Activity Spread Sheets 
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f) Organizing the Education Voucher Agency (EVA). 
To conduct the necessary ctty-wlde and community based forums 
for gaining vital inputs and interaction. A door-to-door and 
in-the-home campaign will be conducted In the target area to 
the extent pract leal . 

To identify the tentative structure and procedures for managing 
the program. 

To analyze the data obtained from all steps and processes and 
relate the findings to OEO guidelines for Application for 
Technical Planning Funds. 

To write, If Indicated , the application proposal for the Technical 
Planning Funds to be submitted to the Office of Economic Opportunity, 
following the guidelines estab 1 i sht-.i.' by OEO, Wash. D.C. and the 
Center for the study of Public Policy, Cambridge, Mass. 
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These nine objectives can be characterized as four basic goals. 
They arc: 

1. The Idcntif ir^.tion of the target area. 

2. Preparing and informinq stakeholders with respect to a choice 
of a voucher system. 

3. Establishing a setting In which stakeholders can make a choice. 
Determining whether or not selected (or proposed) voucher system 
can be impleniented with reference to: 

a) i. i (De 

b) cost 

c) administration or management 

d) accessibility to parents-partlcularly in terms of 
distance from home and red-tape 

e) Service-educational programs 

The first goal ii. essentially a description of children of elementary 
school age and their related family backgrounds. This can be done In two 
ways. First, this data can be derived from 1970 census tract Information 
If It Is available (on computer tape). In this way we could derive 
aggregate data on these children and their related backgrounds. That Is, 
for a particular census tract the number of children from age 5-11 
(X to X-N) could be recorded, ^ov the same census tract the number (or 
percent) of persons according to color, sex, total family Income, the 
education and occupation could be also obtained. In this case however, 
socioeconomic backgrounds of the children can not bft established 
definitely* Here th.- typical child and the typical socioeconomic back- 
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ground is described. For this reason, these data are described as 

aggregate. However, thouqh the limitation of this type of data has 
been specified, it does no harm to the goal under consideration. In 
short, it can be reasonably assumed that persons described by var'ous 
socioeconomic backgrounds will have children of similar backgrounds. 

The second manner in which the first goal could be accomplished 
is by a demographic survey of the community, rather than the school. 
It is proposed here that the survey of the community would be costly 
and repetitive since the 1970 census is essentially the same task. 
Thus, a demographi c survey centered from the school rather than the 
community is proposed. 

There are basically two reasons for this proposed procedure. 
They are: 

1) It would be less costly 

2) It would result in a higher response rate (or a lower rate of 
refusal ) 

The first reason Is supported by the fact that school personnel 
would be involved in carrying out this activity. That Is, the teacher 
or teacher aide would be asked to give out questionnaires to be completed; 
keeps records of returned and unreturned questionnaires, etc. 

The second reason is supported by the fact that the children will 
be bringing those forms from school, an officially known setting to 
parents, and consequently, they will be more likely to respond or cooperate 
given sufficient explanation in the form of accompanying reading material 
on the Education Voucher. 

In addition to the description of children, schools in the area will 
be described according to the number and types of chllarcn they serve, type 
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of educational programs offered and children's scores on certain cognitive 
tests . 

The second goal is accomplished through the mechanisms of the public 
information campaigns and public forums. Stakeholders will be informed about 
the voucher and Gary's projected plans through the information campaign. 
They will be prepared and motivated through the public forums to make a 
choice of a particular voucher system, or to abandon interest all together. 
Both of these strategies will allow stakeholders to communicate with each 
other concerning the voucher plan and will provide a basis for collaborative 
planni ng. 

The third goal is realized through the workshop, which has some spill- 
over in the second goal above. Although various types of stakeholders 
will be represented in these workshops, they will be aimed at those 
persons in decision-making capacities or persons who can effectively 
influence dec i s i on-nr«kers . These workshops will also be task oriented. 

The fourth and final goal will be accomplished through information 
campaigns, forums, workshops and door-to-door campaigns, and an analysis 
of all data obtained. The analysis will be based upon the particular 
type of voucher plan which the stakeholders propose. For a particular 
voucher plan, information will be collected on time, cost, accessibility, 
administration and service vis-a-vis implementation. 
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LIMITATIONS 

The overall limitation to the effective conduct of a study of 
this type relates to the extent to which over-emotional responses 
to the subject can be screened out fn order to allow for positive 
and informative exchanges among the stakeholders which in turn should 
lead to an objective analysis of the data obtained. It is conceivable 
that the time (2 months and 2 weeks) now being projected for the 
conduct of this study may be unrealistic to cope with the stakeholder 
interactional process described throughout . 

A second limitation in terms of OEO's latest guidelines for the 
conduct of the study has to do with cost. Some of the demographic and 
research considerations now being requested by OEO could quite easily 
triple the total cost of the study. (To approx. $60,000), We are 
therefore suggestifig close working liaision between the Research Depart - 
ments of lAUE and OEO so that these costs can be clearly understood 
and minimi zed ■ 

A final limitation has to do with the conduct of the demographic 
survey centered from the school rather than from the community. This 
procedure has limitations which are primarily statistical in nature. 
That is, if we proceed in this manner we would be receiving information 
from the universe of parents who have children attending schools in 
Gary. There are parents, who may be interested in Voucher Schools, 
whose children are attending schools outside of Gary. It is only when 
parents are sending their children to schools both inside and outside of 
Gary that we will have information on them. 
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One could venture to say that these parents of this description are 
few and that for our purposes this bias in our sample does no strong 
damaqe in terms of our generalizing to the whole of Gary. The extent 
to which this is so would have to be supported by information on the 
oercentaqe of parents who have children attending school outside of 
Gary . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The education system of this country probably Is performing 

better today than it has at anytime in the past, yet there is 
also growing public dissatisfaction with that system. This is 
particularly true among the poor, the segment of our population 
that is more dependent than any other on the school system. For 
the disadvantaged, the nation's schools can be viewed as an 
essential means of equalizing opportunities and as a vital 
contributor — perhaps the main contributor — to their child- 
ren's future. In many Instances, however, it would appear 
that t^ie nation *s schools are falling to meet the needs and 
expectations of the poverty population. 

In school system after school system, enormous numbers of 
poor children are far behind the skill levels Judged to be 
appropriate and indicative of future competence in our society. 
At the same time, it is clear that current compensatory efforts 
to improve the education offered to the poor generally have 
fail^vl to live up to their expectations. The Federal Govern- 
ment in the current fiscal year will spend more than $1 Mlllon 
on programs funded under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. Testing, administered before and after these 
protrrans for the "educationally disadvantaged," indicates that 
only 19 percent of the children showed significantly improv^'cl 
reading skills, while the remaining 80 percent continutr-d to 
fall behind their nonpoor classmates, some at even faster 
r^iter than would normally Le ■ vtected. 
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Yet the relationship between poverty and education 
unmistakable. While 11 percent of all Americans 1^ and older 

are poor, the Incidence of poverty among those with less than 
six years' education is 3^ percent. The incidence is six per- 
cent for thone with a high school education. To put It another 
wny, the median years of schooling completed by all individuals 

in our society Is now slightly more than 12. For poor persons, 
l\io rr.edlan is a little less than nine years. 

It is readily apparent that the educational system is 
failinr the poor both by failing to provide adequate skills 

arv.l by railing to retain children in school. 

One reaL5on fcr this disparity could well be that poor 
parent:^ have little opportunity to affect the type or quality 
cf education received by their children. The poor have no 
r-.-ans by wJiich to make the j-ducation syt^tem more responsive 
to Ihfir needs and de.-iroG. More affluent parents usually 
can obtain a good education for their children because they 
can choose schools for their children to attend — either by 
decidinr wh.ere to live or r,y sending the children tc private 
.■cboolo . Poverty and residential segregation deny this choice 
tc low-income and minority parents. 

Tb'j Office cf Economic Opportunity therefore has begun 
t a m'V-inr to introduce greater accountability and paren- 

t'al c .:.'.r>..l irilo ricl..u.lo in ouc:. a way that the poor would 
■.uv-- a >.ia> :" ran^^e of choiceG, that the schoolc w(juld be 
•'■.rv. -ed * t-ecome nore accounlable to parent;,, ,-ir.i Ir.at 
:::e pui^lc .:c;.ogI:: would rf^'malri attractive to ^Uc mnr>' a!"flu''nt. 
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This har, iod to consideration of an experiment In which public 
education money would be given directly to parents in the form 
of vouchers, or certificates, which the parents then could 
take to the school of their choice, public or nonpublic, ar. 
payment for their children's education. 

While the basic idea is relatively simple, it is clear 
that tlie details of a workable demonstration are very complex 
Ir. ieei. Therefore, tne OEO contracted with the Center for 
the ::tU'ly of Public Pclicy In Cambridge, Massachusetts, to do 
an intensive study of the subject: to define the problems 
rr..:^r-'^ clearly, to examine different types of education voucher 
/vrt-r.r, and to rurp;er;t a r.peclflc syr.tem that would maximize 
tr.t' advantages and ..Inimize the disadvantages of the concept. 

THE ISSUES 

Tl.e Center and others familiar with the vouchers concept 

^'r- !t a.: 1 m^\ans of effecting a number of advantages for th.e 
po-r: Individuals would have greater freedom within the 

pul 11c education r>ysterr. because they would not be required to 

acc'-rt .•^.aridardizoa programs offered in assigned public 

Mi iiip inr^o-.r- and po^^r parentii would have much the 
jarie I'reedom lo choose schools that wealthy parn^nts can exer- 

}Hvr^ni^ would be able to assume a significant rolo In 
'.'.apint.' r^helr child's education, thus renewing the family 'r, role 
U\ >-ducatlon and resulting in concomitant improvement In the 

a*titud^':i nf both pa^^nt and child. 

A rvtr^i/^^ ('V choices in tr*^ nchcois wouici locnjne aval i:!- 
bV'. /:':ai.: r.^'W .;cho:^lr of all t^.a.co* could cone Irdc '.^pa'allcn 
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Montessorly Summerhllli open clasarooiDi and traditional style 
schools^ among others. 

— Administrators and teachers could arrange their cur- 
ricula to appeal to a particular group or to reflect a parti- 
cular school of thought on educational methods. Schools could 
er.iphaslze music, arts, science, discipline, or basic skills. 
Farentr not plear^ed with the emphasis of one school could 
choo.^f- anothf^r. Thus, public school administrators and teacher 
would te freed from the necessity of trying to please everyone 
in their attendance area, a practice that often results in a 
rollcy that really pleases no one. 

Resdircen would be more accurately channeled directly 
to a target group, the poor, since funds would follow the 
child holding the voucher. 

A form of accountability to parents would follow the 
cr.lld nolding the voucher. 

— A form of accountability to parents woul'i be Intro- 
duced since parents would be free to withdraw their children 
fr^o.^i thie school If it did not perform in accordance with cheir 
des irof^ . 

Critics of the voucher system argue that: 

The voucher system could be used to promote economic 
-rrora^'lcn within the schools because well-to-do parents 
O'.uld add money to the vouchers and thus be able to choose 
Gchocls that charge additional fees. If this occurred, the 
vouc'ier':: would effectively beccrn'^ a subsidy for the rich and 
Vor middle class persons. 
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— Vouchers could lead to racial segregation within the 
schools. However, where voucher systems have been tried to 
thl3 end in the South, the courts have found this use uncon- 

•st 1 tut ional . 

The system would lead to public support of religious 
instruction, thus violating the prohibitions of the Consti- 
tution. 

-- I'.-.e of a more nearly free market in education would 
lead to false claims by educators that would mislead and misin- 
form an un^^ophisticated public. In short, hucksterlsm would 

enter the educational market. , 

OtiioiT, also question whether parents, particularly low- 
income parents, have the capability and desire to choose 
sources of education for their children. In addition, there 

if -!onccr'n about the feasibility of adminl .sterinp- a voucher 
ry.-'.tT. aril at '.ut t tie financing of new al ternat 1 veii to exlr>t- 
Inf sources of education. Finally, many wonder whiether a 
voucher r^yrtem would Jeopardize the public schools, which 

rnLf;r,t : <■ forced to bocor.o schools of the last resort. 

THE PROPOSAL 

The voucher model proposed by the Center for the Study 

of Ful 1 ! " r-lloy reorr.n to retain th-^^ advantages cited by 
3'jvrc,'it-',' oT a vouc^her' system while eliminating most of 
prcblvrr.s cited Ly its opponents. This moiel Is based on 
the prrT.lse that an unregulated voucher system, tb.e form 
most .-ften dlscusren in the pa ' . could lead to all th'' 
pr(bl./:;.s iis.toJ aU-ve. The d ' s, hewevi', Indicate-i t„!ia' 
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the education marketplace could be regulated so as to elimi- 
nate the difficulties and retain the system's popular advan- 

ta^!;e3. Tl.e oiTleo of Economic Opportunity, after reviewing 

the p^'^-.tlai rwr'lx...' c.f a regulated voucher system, has 
decided to test a r.ystem that would Include regulation, as 
foil. Wi> ; 

— No rchoo] may aiscrlmlnato agaln3t pupils or teachers 
on l:... :,:,r:l;i or race- ov economic status, and all schools must 
d.MT,on:arate that tho proportion of minority students enrolled 
is at loaut as lar^^e as the proportion of minority applicants. 

— .Schools must be open to all applicants. Where more 
student:; apply tiian can be accepted, some portion .perhaps 
half) of the students may be selected by any criteria, except 
race, that the school wishes. Some schools nay want to give 
preferen.^e to slbllnf^s of children already enrolled, to 
children >.f a particular neighborhood, to children with cer- 
tain capat>i 1 itle.- or Interests, or to children of particular 
relleiouj faltlK-, for example. For the remaining positions, 
t}.^- ch.oice frorr; anion,; applicants must t.<e on a fair and impar- 
tial ba^i.-, , for example, by lottery. 

— The school must accept the voucher as full payment 
for all educational services. In other u rds , no .chool may 
r-r;':"'- par-.-.tr to r-.ake additional payments out of pocket. 

'? h o o 1 .71 a y s e e /. a . i d 1 1 1 ona 1 s o u r c e of funds from the govern- 
Tier.t , foundations, or interested citizens and parents, but 
ir; no .;a; ^' car; t. a^inisc, ion of a clill-j to the cchiool be 
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condiilone.l uj or. ..uoli contrlLulicns on the child's behalf. 

Parochi :! goIiooIg will be permitted Lo participate 
in the experiment only if the arrangements for this parti- 
cipation can tjM made v>c not to violate their state's 
constitution or the U . . Constitution. They also would have 
to corply with i] i rules, inrludlnc the' requirement for open 
admici. ioiu' prooL' Jure.; , iriat wLil apply to other schools In 
t. h.e exper-- i r,\i'' nl . 

All 5ciioo]o iiiUol make available to parents information 
about oUCih n.atter-.- a:: the oChool's baiiic philosophy of educa- 
tion, nurntei- or r. . a ■ I,, r-.- , teacher qualifications, facilities, 
finaru'lai :-taiu.:, and pupil pru,^ress. In short, schools must 
proviiit." ;iuf ric : ' Inl'ormation to parents to enable them to 
make wise declrMons when they :'clect schools. 

-- T:.- v:.'ia'' c. f t,;;.- vouchfi' will be supplemented for the 
-r — an i , also for educationally disadvantaged -- 

c.hildr^en. T:iii; will :;erve as an incentive for schools tc 
admit i;;c..e criliiren ^nd rervr t .:n.;ure that free choice 
vxl:: I .: 1:. ['-t-:'. :" " a . i .:t.;; 'u.-i-.' ■• . 

i nei'v re.'ula.*.: n::-- w i 1 1 I •■rif.jr;^ea y a locally selected 
Iviucat Irna i VGu.::;.*r Ai-.ency (KVm) , v/tiich also will be re-.-^ponsl- 
'■ le f ' v ' h'" ii':"-" " ; "'. i".lni, t ra* '.rr: -f t h**' vouch. r-i' 

'■" ■ ■' I ■'• I :. : y -laa 1 : f V , . . 

; ' !' • 1. .'^'^it 1 c_. a ■.iT!'"'!. ' ' : t ■,• 

• . I -r ; 

. : '. ' . ;.».■ ; .at-,-. : ./ar' i --ra- :•• ; 

t.h- .•.chj.o.: a.aJ diidarr-.- 

Lhem I a [ a re;; I . . ' ' 
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The experiment, to be mounted In several communities, 
will Include only elementary children. This period is cru- 
cial in the development of the child's basic skills and 
learning motivation. It is also a time when the parents are 
particularly concerned with their children's education. In 
addition, aince it is hoped that additional sources of educa- 
tion will be Jevoloped within the community, the elementary 
level is desirable because it reduces the capital necessary 
to start new schools. There is substantial evidence to sug- 
gest that elementary school f'icllltles are less expensive 
than thooe for tlie intermediate or secondary level. 

All elementary school children in the experiment areas 
will bo eligible to receive the vouchers, which can be used 
at any ijchool nectinp; requirements to be established by the 
co.Timtinl I iey . The EVA will ma!.o every effort to provide 
parents with Information and counseling, and other types of 
technical aG3lstance, to facilitate parents' choices. 

The bulk oi' the funds would come from existing and pro- 
jected state and local education revenues, which would be 
distributed on a perstudent basis. The Office of Economic 
Opportunity plans to provide tho extra funds for compensatory 
payment:; for poor crilidren, and would pay the additional costs 
of educrillng ::tudentL; not new in the public schools. These 
costs would be roughly equal tc current per pupil expendi- 
tures. In a;idltlon, the OKO would finance the extra costs 
uccas loried by ^el Mn^:; up anvi aaniir) 1 stering; the voucher ^'y-- 
temi, and would provide trar.:: port at J on funds, so that students. 
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would not be limited to neighborhood schools. It is not, however, 

the intention of the OEO to reduce the buraen of local tax- 
payer;-, by substituting Federal funds for state and local 

f UIKi J . 

3TATE AND LOCAL INVOLVEMENT 
A voucher demonstration cannot succeed without broad- 

ba:.el local r>uppor'L and the cooperation of key state officials 
and iiir t Itulions • At the local level: 

Tho major Initiative should come, as It has in the 
pa::t , from thr local community. 

.>urport. fr'om the present public school board and 
superintendent ii: paramount. 

— Ideally, the decision-making process will Include 
teachers, the mayor *5 office, the local Community Action 
Ak^ency, and all other concerned segments of the ccTOT.unity, 
Thl.^ involvement will be encouraged at the preliminary, 
plannin*'-, and demonstration stages, 

'lU' r^inal form of the d^.^ons t rat 1 on will reflect the 
thinKiri;: of all th^^se forces at the local level. The Office 
of^ Ecnnorr.lc Opportunity will not impose a definitive model. 

At liie state level: 

" I'^-'ivancv will be sought at each st. a^^e from the 
Governor, as required by t.^io Kconomic (Opportunity AcV. 

Th.e slate department of education v;ill be asked to 
piirV i'j ipato In planning-; and monltorlnf- the experiment. 

In ca.;eL:, tr.e ^*':t»- ler i ;• • ur^' will I aoK-l 

to or. act enaLiiri^-; iegidat! ■ . 
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THE AGENDA 

The Office of Economic Opportunity Is awarding relatively 
3mall grants for preliminary feasibility studies to several 

communUie., and will continue to consider additional communi- 
ties for later grants of this nature. These grants will 
enable the communities to prepare demonstration proposals 
and complete feasibility studies. 

By late spring, 197I, the Office of Economic Opportunity 
will consider the proposals prepared under the Initial pre- 
liminary grants and award larger planning grants to several 
of the communities. These planning grants would finance 
more detailed, intensive full-scale planning for the demon- 
strat ions . 

If all legal and administrative considerations can be 
satisfied in time, the demonstrations will begin in the fall 
of 1971 ; if necessary, however, the starting date will be 
postponed until the fall of 1972. To permit the formation 
of new schools, the demonstrations will continue for about 
five years . 

THE QUESTIONS 

It is Important to emphasize that the Office of Econo- 
mic Opportunity is not an advocate of education vouchers. 
Rather, the Agency believes the concept holds enough potential 
for the poor to merit testing. Among the more Important 
questions to be answered by the experiment are: 

— Will the parents, and the community as a whole, feel 
that their needs are met by the education offered under a 
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voucher system? 

— Will the education of children be Improved? 

Is a regulated voucher system administratively 
feasible? 

— Will a voucher system result in improved integration 
patterns 1.':?., are racial and economic integration fostered? 
lis a voluntary :;y3lera of this sort more satisfactory to all 
concerned than involuntary bussing? 

Other questions to be considered both during the planning 
and during the demonstration periods are : 

Do meaningful alternatives to the existing public 
school system actually occur under a voucher system? How do 
these schools find the necessary capital for start-up costs? 

Do low-income parents feel confortable exercising 
this decree of influence over their child's educational 
future? 

~- Can hucksterism be avoided? 

— Is the jmpact of vouchers on the existing public 
school 3 benef i cial? 

Do compensatory payments offer adequate incentives 
for schools to accept children who are difficult to educate? 

Can t lie admissions procedures out lined above work? 

V/haT. is to Le done about latecomers, transfers, 
dropouts, and so on? 

How can the job security of tenured teachers be pro- 
tected? 

What kinds of changr • administrative procudur^LT 
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Within the current public schools will be required to allow 
them to respond to the interest and needs of the community? 

- What sort of counseling should be provided to permit 
parents tc -ike wise decisions about the schools, and how 
should this help be provided? 

The first test of the voucher system will, of course, 
be this experinunt. The final Judges will be the parents, 
3tate and local officials, educators, and representatives 
of the poor who will participate in the experiment and who 
will have the opportunity to examine the voucher system on 
a firsthand basis. They will make the final Judgment as to 
the desirability or nondesirability of adopting such a system 
on a permanent, operational basis. 



« 
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QUESTIONS ON VOUCHER EDUCATION ^^^^j^g^E 

1. What Is an Educational Voucher? 

An educational voucher is a redeemable coupon worth 
the cost of a year's schooling for a child. It Is given to 
parents who turn it In at the school of their choice, the 
school then receives the cash equivalent of the voucher for 
the education of the child. 

2. How Is the value of the voucher determined? 

The value of the voucher would initially equal the 
per-pupll expenditure of the public schools m the area 
(approximately $800 In Gary). In addition, there would be a 
compensatory payment for schools which took children from 
families whose Income falls below a certain level. 

3. How and where can the voucher be cashed In? 

The voucher can be cashed In at the Education Voucher 
Agency (EVA). This agency would be established to adminis- 
ter federal, state and local education funds. It would dis- 
tribute the voucher to parents and would then pay money to 
schools In return for vouchers. In addition. It would pay 
parents for children's transportation costs to the school 
of their choice. 

^. Why Is the School City of Gary Interested In studying 
the possibilities of Instituting a voucher program? 

The City Administration and School City of Gary have 
expressed Interest In testing the feasibility and advisa- 
bility of the voucher pro^jram f .-cause It may present an 
alternative learning process which ml^ht Improve upon the 
existing system of education In Gary. It Is felt that It 
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-ay prove beneficial to those student, who night not have 

had equal schooling opportunities due to race or financial 
status as well as Improving the general level of education 
m Gary. The feasibility study, however. In no way commits 
the Gary School City to eventual participation in a voucher 

program . 

5. Why «as Gary selected as a site for a feasibility study? 

On Septenber 8. 1970. the Board of School Trustees 
approved a feasibility study of vouchers. On the basis 

of ^h.l.■ npi .-ovsl, ,<;chool City requested and received from 
the Of rice Of K.onn.,. Opportunity (OEO) a small planning 

grant to explore the possibilities of a voucher in greater 

depth. 

6. Would a voucher program necessitate busing? 

The need for additional student transportation 

within Gary would depend upon the choice of Individual 
parents. It is generally thought that If a voucher system 
Is to be successful, busing would have to take place. How- 
ever, this is a theoretical viewpoint and the final decision 
would depend upon certain characteristics Indigenous to the 
area - the final choice always being that of the parent. 
7. What are th- r.ajor benefits of a voucher program? 

1. To improve the education of children, parti- 
cularly disadvantaged children. 

2. To Rive parents and particularly disadvantaged 
parents, more cent 1 over the kind of educa- 
tion their children get. 
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8. What choices can a voucher proppam p;lve to parents In 

jeloctinK a school for their children? 

Under the vouchor system a parent can elect to send 
their child to a) a public school 

b) a private school 

c) a parochial school 

d) or parents can form their own school 
t) or send their child to a profit making 

orpani :raM on nr aronoy that ir willing to educate their 

child. 

9. Can a voucher systerr. improve the public schools? 

At present, only relatively affluent parents or 
those that are affiliated with low tuition church schools 

have an alternative to the local public school. Under a 
voucher program, if parents did not like the education their 
child was receiving in one school (or if the child did not 

like it) they could choose to transfer their child to a 
better school. By fostering both active parental Interest 
and educational variety a voucher system should improve 
all participating schools, both public and private. 

10. :jow wf^uld a voucher prorram affect the teachers in par- 
ticipating: schools ? 

Teachers In participating schools cannot lose their 
Jobs QUO to the voucher system. If theirs is a school where 

:it toniir:cv :.2r ri:>npp..r.i cnn r j ^crab ly toacherr and admlnls- 

f- o 1 . f ^ T 1 V> o t f f- h t% f^-* > » f » ivyr-, r\\t''^i'A\tCk in H r» ,^ n v» m i 
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about the type of education students receive and the way 

In which they are taught. 

11. What will aid In determining; the target area? 
According to OEO the site should contain 7,500 to 

15,000 elementary school children In an urban environment 

that has a sizable disadvantaged population. It would be 
desirable If the area was also mixed racially, economically, 
and ethnically. 

12. Hew will minimum educational standards be affected by 
an educational voucher program? 

Schools with minimum education standards will be 
forced to have quality education In order to keep a certain 
number of students In attendance. If the quality of educa- 
tion Is poor pupils can select a better school to attend, 
thus putting schools In healthy competition with one another. 

13. Will legislation be required to make a voucher program 
possible? 

Legislation will be needed to set up the EVA (Educa- 
tion Voucher Agency), to change curriculum If need be, and 
voucher schools will be required to meet the same respon- 
sibilities In desegregation as non voucher schools. 
1^. Have voucher programs existed before? 

Voucher programs have not been In effect In public 
schools as yet but similar Ideas have been put forward 
before. In 1776 , A-Jam Smith h i i an idea of giving parents 
money to hire teachers for the'r children. A few years 
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later, Thomas Paine proposed that state government pay 

poor families a small amount to get an education for their 
children under the age of 1^1. In 1953, Milton Friedman pro- 
posed a voucher idea and has been working on it. The 
clo5PPf. vehicle to a voucher program would be the G.I. Bill 
In which federal funds finance higher education. 
15. How can I get more Information about the voucher? 

A series of forums and workshops will be held in Gary 
during the next few months. These sessions are designed 
to discuss the feasibility of the voucher and the particu- 
lar ramifications such a system would have In Gary. A 
schedule of workshop titles, dates and places will be given 
to all Interested citizens In the near future. 
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Gary ?o%t Tr i bune 
Tue^Udy, MdrcU 2, 1971 




».0l T \(H C'HFRS^(.tr> Jn-hool flU 
.l^nt <,o-#lftn L. Mr Andrew, sfrond 
ifit. iturf s AS ho ftpl.unn thf pro- 
i rdur^hoful \ourhfr prngrtm •( a 

icf rriiCfr Monda>. Preient to an- 
■f«<mffi'% q«tiitlMi« mm fmm left. 
%lfwi«A D H«ilM«y 0. ftalmian M 

^'.„r\ S-ho«l Board Mc Andrew !Jo\d 



Honifr. pffildfni nf the InsUhiie fm- th« 
Ad\anrfiiifn( of L>b«n Fdocatlon. (I vVEK 
and WlUUm A. Peters. lAlE eiecvtlve 
\lrf pretldeni lAlF i^aa hired by the 
board !• condiict a $zrm iwikiUty ftady 
on (Nt vovrher ^an. and MeAadrtw mM 
M«fid«y'i preiA ranfercnct wm th« **fcieiu 



Begin voucher study 
for schools in Gory 



ly ERNIE lEtNAran 



A awey that could lead to 
the trtoater of u many u 
i»,O0t alamamiy 
Gary PttbUc 



to bo dcflaid. It should be 
r«conomlctlly. loclally and 



from Uit Gary 



>«as "Idcked off' Monday 
•mtd th« flare of hl|Jj.jn 
tensity tekvlaloQ Uftata. 

Gary School aty Pmident 
Gordon L. If cAndrew, in a na- 
' (kmally t^evlnd pr«ti conf^. 
ence, told oewtmen the aes- 
sm merted Urn tofM»f of 
the study dtUfBOd to find e« 
If Gary can become the fint 
community In the nation to 
muiit the voucher syitem of 
education. i 

TkB mm fmamtr tMy) 

financed by a pint from titt 
L' s Office of Economic Op-j 
portunlty (OEO). Is con-| 
ducted by a New Yoit bteedi 
firm, the Inadtun ftar tht Ad- 
vancement of Urban Kduca< 
Uon (lAUE). 

And UUC President Uoyd 
Hufl«er aad Kncutlve Vice 
Presklent WOlitm A. Peters 
were on htnd to tipUIn 
where and how they are con- 
durtlnf the study. lAUE hai 
until April » to come up wtth 
recommendations. 

Educstioael voucher Ij the 
plan by wlUch a pertnt can 
receive a redeenable coupon, 
which he can lie to pay fnr 
his child'i educatloo In a 
idMol outside the extstinf 
Khool system. 

The Khool to which the 
child ]$ transferred can be an* 
other public school, a private 
nonsecttnn school, a paro- 
chJsl ichool or a spedtllzed 
school established by a par* 
enti group or by prtvste in 
duitry. 



'■rtiDjt MiiiiraW ' In Kcor 
dance with OEO fuidelmesj 
he uid. But It doaen i have tq 

be conufuous | 
Dr AlfMao D HoiUday nl 
chairman of the Gary School 
Board ciid that unllka many 

other Gary ichool innovations. 
Hfiich haw been designed fnr 
poverty areas, the voucher 
tarfet area should be extend- 
ed to middle income areas, 
•uch as Glen Parte and MUler 
"They ihoukl be given the 
option,'* ha said '*As tax- 
payen. thay should have the 
opportunity to fain in this 
provim.'* ha added, nntitig 
that underachleventent hnnn't 
been limited to the f he<tn 



HcAndrew uid the vnucner 
plan, sometftnea compared rn 
the Gl Bill of H^%, 
troduces a choice factor tn the 
elementary ichools. mst 
there a a choice ht (ollesf * 
I Thus, a panent can sclen 
*.he school to which htn chil 
Mren will fn he said He will 
ho longer be limited to the 
neighborhood public school 

McAndrew utd he pre 
ferred" tn see that sti m 
MitutioM that participate m 
the profram be within Gary 
Hut "ichools outside the nt> 
wouldn't be pravemed from 
pariinpatlon. 



Peten H directly In durgc 
of the feailblllty study, which 
I will include a campaign to in- 
[form the public about the pro- 
gram, a series nf question- 
nairef. intervKWK, meetings 
and workshopa designed to 
gauge the puhtlc'i reaction fo 
the plan; a study o( eitsting 
and pending laws, and fhe for- 
mation of a iVtnemher pre 
planning voucher hoard of 
"itakeholders ' 



McAndrew revealed tiat IBa 
survey will seek to Identify a 
target area** wUh 7.SO0 to 
15.000 elemantary pi^Us. TV- 
oretlcsJly. thoee pupils would 
be eU^ble for vouchen that 
could enable thatr transfer to 
other «chooli 

Hunter uid thst sres li yet 



Peter? siid ' itakeholders' 
a the OFO name for the cnnv 
munity It stands for students, 
teachen, civic groups. ofTI- 
claU and concerned citlwns 

The hoard w*ll mnitst of 
rcpretenutlvei nf the gover- 
nor, mayor, Khool hoard, 
vhnol sdministratinn. teach- 
en. psrochiil Khooli Indiana 
I'nuwity. the f;;»ry rhamhrr 
of rnmmcrcr. ^tudfnt^. Mndel 
filler PTA ihr I.stin Tnah 
t\m MKm Cnrrm, the Hmprrv 
:al Fdiir^itinn Prnp'am OHinci! 
^nd other* 

lAl'F fnuld recommend 
that the voucher program be 
utilised in Gary, and the Gary 
School Bnard fouirt follow that 
recommendation by applying 
for a grant from OEO 

If OEO approves a grant far 

Gsnr' the rity unuld prohiblv 
be the fim m the nation to 
eipenment ^\\h \hc plan The 
progrsm would be for five to 
eirht yesr^ So fsr tuo other 
cities — AJum Rock. Ta!/ 
snd Sesittr. Wsxh - ai^n are 
enga^ tn similar fes^ihtlJty 
studfei 



If the pregram is , 

in KdacatlOMl Voucher Agen 

cy (KVA) would be formed. It 
^ouJd be in charge of aelact- 
ing and approving partidpat- 
log Khoola and providtf^ the 
vouchen for the translornng 
t)upils. 

A voucher In Gary would 
amount to alMt laM a year 
^xr pupd. la aiilMen. tHe 
EVA wmM ptxmm tranipor- 
tatMii oaato IV pi^ili 
aad Khoaia arnspUng chiMren 
from low income families 
would receive com- 
pensstory ' sums o< sheet isao 
s pupil per year. 



ERIC 



< 



Q 

a 

n 

U 
OQ 

s 




3 2 So^^i^g 



ir 



0^ 



" ii 



*s I g ? 

5 5s c-g is 



I 



.S3 



o 

lUi 



^ -a oiij 

iillHlilMilfflilii 




c a I* 




O 



OS 

o 

X 

u 
> 



5 » C 5 o 



3 



-c 5 3 

fi « « 



3l •= 



*^«-» C**' O rtr-TT 



jj £ n g 

»^ o ^ H, 2 -s 

ac B K « u S 



ERIC 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



fiary Post Tribune 
Thursday, March 11, I971 



Latins name aide 



for voucher unif 



Gary's Latin Coalition 
Wednesday named Tom Mi- 
randa 15 its representative on 
the pre-planning board of the 
voucher education program. 

Miranda, director of the 
bUinfual education and Latin 
family, education programs at 
Jefferson Sctool, wai named 
a t the coalition s regular 
meeting at El Corral Restau- 
rant. 

Juan Silvas, a member of 
the coalition and an active 
member of the Jefferson PTA, 
was named an alternate. 

Theveaeker prHfan, 

which would provide money 
for parents to transfer their 
children to schools outside the 
Gary Public SchooU system, 
Is being considered by the Gary 
School Board, and a feasibility 
study is being conducted by the 
Institute for the Advancement of 
Urtan Education of New York. 

The study calls for a 15- 
member pre-planning board 
consisting of community lead- 
ers. 

The coalition, with ttw Rev. 
Gerald SUcey as chairman, 
atao pripared plans f«r a 
mait meatlag of Latin resi- 
dents with school ufficlala at 
the new Jefferson school 



The date of the session, 
which win be on a Sunday in 
April, wasn't dete mined. A 
tour of the new chool also 
was planned. 

The community's Latin 
leaders also decided to sup- 
pon Miranda's plan to estate 
lUh the week of May 2 as Lat^ 
in American History Week in 
Gary. Mayor Richard G. 
Hatcher will issue a procla- 
mation designating such a 
week, the coalition was in- 
formed. 

The week's activities wU! ta- 
dude a parade, an art festival 
and special presentations de- 
picting the role of Spanish- 
sumamed persons in Ameri- 
can history. 

The Rev. Fernando Rivera 
notified the coalition of 12 
vacancies m the Concen- 
trated Employmnet Program 
(CEP) Manpower Advisory 
Board, tnA four vacancies in 
the Model Cities RMi(knts 
Committee. He urged Latin 
residents who are inlereHed 
in these positk>ns to apply. 

Jack Azcona, Gary civil de- 
fcnse director, reported on 
Spanish-surname employment 
in Gary and said IM are em- 
ployed by the Gary GvU City. 
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THE GAUY POST TIIBUNE-. Mon., March 8. 1971 



Voucher' educafion 
|fo be explained here 

"Voucher" education atid its tion (lAUE), which is con 



ducting a feasiDility study of! 
the voucher plan, will present 
the workshop. 

''Voacber * education is a 



effect on Gary will be the 
{topic of a workshop at 7 p m. 
i Wednesday at the Technical- 
I Vocational renter, 

I The Institute for the Ad- , w w . nor./^nt 

vaicement of I rban Wuca- P»*" ' J''^^^^ 

can receive a redeemable cou- 

I !pon to pay for the education 

— — ' of his child at a st hool outside 

tN public school system. 

Specific topic at the work 
shfip will be "Defining Cri- 
teria for the Voucher Sys"^ 
tem How a voucher plan 
would work will be di<:cussed • 

The ( enter for Public Pol 
icy of Cambridc[e. Mas^.^ 
which developed the plan for 
the r.S. Office of Economic 
Opportunity, will send three 
spokesmen to the workshop 

They are Robert Bothwcli. 
Joel Levin and Judy Areen. 

Mayd B. Hoater. presldeat 

of lATF. also will t>e present ! 
1 0 discuss the feasibility! 
study 

lAliE expects to recom 
mend, by April M. the area lo 
he served by the vouchor pro- 
Kram. Ihr numh^^r of pupils to 
qualify for vouchor tran^^fcrs, 
Hftd the schools (u:? .Kir tho 
Gary public school <.ysiem to 
participate m the pros^ani 

The recommendation will he 
based on studies made by 
lAL'F. staff members and on 
uorkshups gauging public 
opinion on the prop-am 
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W«4.. Mor. 10, 1971 
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Workshop series 
to look into 
Voucher plan' 

A srvws ot seven workshops | The lAl F is mnfluj imi; !hi> 
dr^ipped to find out if the '$211,000 fr^isihihly Mudy for 
Hucat»nna1 vnurhrr pUn f^ the Gary School Board. If thr 
feasible in Gary atarts^fudy %ho^'% that the voucher 
tnniKht. iplan \% feasible, the in^ttutel 

Moyd B. Hunter. presidenl| w i 1 1 recommend that Ihf 

of tite Institute for the Ad- school city proceed hv apply 

vanrnient of Urban Educa-j'^K ^^^t^?^^*''" 

TA.Tt-. wi w I from the U.S. Office of P.duca- 

tmn (lAUF). which is con-|^j^^ I 



dueling; the study, said the 7 
pm. «s«ion at the Technical 
Vocational renter will at 
tempt lo explain the voucher* 
plan 



But Hunter made it cleat 
his orj?aniration ^ o« t recom- 
mend the proprarn iinlew tfs 
feasible, hence the' widespread 

information campaign 

^. ^ . i lAHF is expe^'ted to issue 

The public IS mvitrd to the recmnmenda 
.ossion. and lAl F. which has ^^^^ ^ , ,f „ 3^^^^,^ 
.01 up an office at Carver j^^. ^j^.^pni tha? the voucher 
School. IS cal. ^ on citi/eas ^^^^ ^a^., ,„ c,^,, 

to inquire about vouchers by ..^^^j-,, ^ 



calling the office. 

Voucher is the plan by 
which a parent can receive a 



satd Hunter. 

lAtK candarteil a "speak 

redeemable coupon, to pay for er's bureau" conference at 

the education of his child at a the Holiday Tnn M' ^ l? ?n) 

{ h 0 0 I outside the public Monday evening' Mo ^niH 

chool system. ^speakers who will discuses thr 

Hunter said the other work-j voucher plan before PT.Xs and 

shops will l")e on March 17. 'other groups were ijiven ma 

March 24. March .11. Apnl 7. 'onals about the plan 

April M. and April :i. Meanwhile, a preplnnning 

ff. ^AAitum tk^r. ■/lit w*' voucher board, with IS mem 

Jr fnnflT?n JST tl!^^ i«u^ ' »>^rs. is bcmc formcd Eleven 
four forums in wh^^^^ ^^^^^ ^ 

of vo K^ncr education wiu oe ; ^ . ^ ^ 

'"Kr,o™. .,1, ^ 

March at West Side High 

SrhnnI It will include four Thr Ii.mm! .,u1I hrip IM I 
sw-akm - twn fnr the feasi- fnrmiilalo ' ■ rrrni>i,-u-nf1„ 
hilifv ^fiidv arxl/fT for the '""n H vmn hrr rdiiraiinn l>f 
vnuch4»r plan and twn whn np- innt. '^ a rr;.litv in '".ars ih. 
rn.p pilhrr the Miirtv nr \hr ^viard would form ihf nurlou" 
' i.f <r1ih ilinr.'t' \fiiichrt 

\o u.int 10 establish pub- ''i^^'^^' ^ ^^'"''^^ ^^'^^^ 

he deb,ito, to dovelop inter mino ni'os for !h( p^^ 
artion. VI that the n<^ople wil! K^ram 

know what the plan is about Tbo bn,irr1 .^Nn u 1! hrU) (\v 
and wiU react knouincjly "' lormine the larpct area ni 
said Hunter. thi^ vouchor prnp-am It is ov 

The other forums will I* pecied to he an area wih / 
April 2. Apnl 16 and April 5 00 to li.OOO elemontar> 

^rf\no\ pupils 
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Workshop If ) 
Title: 

F"aci 1 i tetors : 



Defining Criteria for the Voucher System 

Hr. Robert Bothwell - Center for Public Policy and 

Planning 

Miss Judy Areen - Director Education Voucher Study- 

Center for Public Policy and 
P 1 ann i ng 

Mrs. Virginia Koehler- Program Manager Education Voucher 

Study OEO 

Mr. Lloyd B. Hunter - President, lAUE 



Ob ject i ve 



To have the participants begin to define possible criteria 
for the Education Voucher System In Gary 



SUMMARY: 



Mr. Hunter presented a description of the Education Voucher 
Feasibility Study outlining the purpose of the Workshops/ 
Forums scheduled for the duration of the Study. 
After a brief statement on the Education Voucher System 
by each of the facilitators, the participants were divided 
into groups to discuss and begin defining the criteria 
necessary for establishing an Education System in Gary. 
The participants reconvened for a general question and 
answer period. The questions asked were concerned with: 

1. Administration of the Voucher 

2. Accountability - to parents, teachers, administrators 

s tudents . ' 

3. Separation of Church and State 

^ . The use of pub I i c funds 
5- Segregation 

(see pages 60-69) 
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WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS. OUTLINES AND SUMMARIES 



Workshop // 2 

Title : 

Fac i 1 1 tators : 



Ob "ect I ve : 



SUMMARY 



Design of the Voucher 

Mr. Robert Bothwel) - Center for Public Policy and 

Planning 

Mrs. Virginia Koehlcr - Program Manager Education Voucher 

Study GEO 



Miss Judy Areen 



Director Education Voucher Study - 
Center for Public Policy and 
Planning 



Mr. Joseph Young - Director of Research - lAUE 

To Illicit from the Participants Possible Recommendations 
for Guidelines of an Education Voucher System 

After an opening statement by each facilitator, the 
audience was divided into two groups to discuss a 
series of questions on the design of a voucher system 
developed by Robert Bothwel 1, facilitator. 
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It was generally agreed on by the two groups that they 
needed more information or examples of guideline systems 
for schools involved In the program before they could 
make specific recommendations. However, based on the 
information they already had> the participants !n- 
dicoted that: 

1. They felt that there should be no income restric- 
tion but emphasis should be placed on the lower 

I ncome . 

2. Grades 1-^ would be most appropriate for the 

Voucher experi-^ent. 

3. The current level of $800 for the value of voucher 
should be Increased to include the transportation 
cost of each participating child. 



^8 
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APPENDIX C 

WORKSHOP 6 FORUM QUESTIONS 
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k. The groups felt that the question of who should 
receive the supplementary voucher monies, the 
disadvantaged or the educationally deprived, 
could not be adequately discussed at this time. 

5. The administration of a voucher system should 
be decentralized from the public schools. 

6. The target area should Include all of Gary. 

7. Smaller classes, adequate material and a 
greater freedom for teacher creativity within 
a convent ial type school was the consensus for 
what types of schools under the voucher system. 



ERIC 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



WORKSHOPS AND FORUMS. OUTLINES AND SUMMAftlP<; 

Workshop H 3 

Educational Proiram Options under the Voucher System 
Facilitators: Miss Wendy Peter - aBT Associates 

Mrs. Virginia Koehler - OEO 

Mr. Dennis Doyle - Center of Public Policy 

Mr. Joseph Young - |auE 
Objectives: To explore and make participants aware of the variety of 
programs under a Voucher System. 

I The ways in which education voucher fosters diversity 
in educational programs. 

1. Easier to get financing for new schools 

2. Competition affecting poor schools 

3. Avenue created for parental pressure on schools 

^. Distribution of different kinds of kids In 
different schools 



SUMMARY : 



I I 



Categorization of the differ nt types of programs 
that might be initiated. 

A. Programs fitting a particular groups needs, i.e. 

1 . Bill inqual programs 

2. Black studies programs 

B. Special interest programs plus general curriculum 

1 . Art 

2. Dance 

3. Music 

C. Programs t* .K are innovative in methods and context 
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Each speaker addressed the audience, smalt 

group discussions were initiated to discuss 
the above points and than the general audience 
regrouped following questions and answers. 
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WORKSHOPS AND FORUHS^ OUTLINES AND SUHNARIES 



Workshop k 
Title: 

Fac I 1 1 tators : 



Object i ves : 



SUMMARY 



Organization New School Options under the Voucher System 
Mr. Charles Wilson • New York University 

Mrs. Barbara L. Wesson - Model Cities 

To determine and describe the variety of new schools that 

could exist under the Education Voucher System. 

The workshop's emphasis was to illicit from the participants 

new school options. Those discussed were bilingual schools, 
schools for the slow learners, physically handicapped and 
delinquents. Also discussed were the possible steps in 
creating new schools: 

1 . de termi ni ng needs 

2. determining ways of meeting those needs 

3. establishing education programs 

k. linking with private educational or research 

companies to aid in reading improvement and 
es ta*" 1 i sh i ng programs 
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iWWKSMOPS AND FORUMS. OUTIIWES AMD SUMMAHIES 



Workshop H 5 
Title: 

Faci litators: 



Objective 



SUMMARY 



Legal Issues In Establtshtng the Voucher System 



Miss Judy Araen - 



Center for Public Policy 
and Planning 



Mr. Clarence Born, Esq.- Attorney 
Mrs. Barbara Covington - lAUE Program Manager 
To explore and discuss the legal issues (as they relate 
to Gary and the State of Indiana) Involved In establish- 
ing an Education Voucher System. 

Clarence Born with the aide of Judy Areen made a general 
presentation and then addressed themselves to the partlcl* 
pants specific questions on legal Issues of the following 

points: 

1. Separation of church and state. 

2. Transferal of educational funds. 

3. A definition of public schools. 

^. A definition of public and non public school 
educat ion funds . 

5. The laws of separation and discrimination in public, 
private and parochial schools. 

6. The implications for the right to a free education 
as it relates to public schools. 

7. The implication of choice in maintaining free 
education and the consequences of those rights. 
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WORKSHOPS AND FOWUHS. OUTLINES AND SUMMARIES 



Workshop I 6 
Title: 

Fad 1 1 tators : 
Objective: 



Political and Sociological Issues In Establishing 
the Voucher System 

Barbara Covington - lAUE Program Manager 

Pamela McCoy - lAUE Staff Assistant 
To explore and describe the possible meanlng(s) and 
value(s) of establishing a system of choice for 
parents In selecting schools and the possible reactions 
to thci r Choi CCS . 



The workshop b6()an with an opening address by Mrs. 
Covington outlining the format of the workshop 

followed by an informal discussion between the 
facilitators and participants. 

1. Discussion of meaning of choices as It 
relates to: 

a . Parental Involvement 

b. Accountability 

c. Teacher performance 

d . Student performance 

2. Reaction to these choices by the community. 

3. Discussion of the political structure that 
brought about the necessity for choice and 
the political structure that will make choice 
poss lb le. 
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What Price Education What Cost Its Results? 

Mr. Henry Casanave - National Director of Model 

Ci t ies 

Mr. William A. Peters- lAUE Vice President 

Mr. Joseph C. Young - Director of Research - lAUE 

To explore the consequences of educational systems 

in general and the Education Voucher System In 

particular. 

Due to inclimate weather and small attendance, an 
informal discussion on the general concepts of the 
Education Voucher System was held between the 
participants and facilitators. 

Forum I I 
Schools - Who has the Choice 

Dr. Mario Fantini - Dean - State University of New York 

Monsignor Melevage - Superintendent - Diocese of Catholic 

Schools - Gary 

Mr. Charies C. Wilson - New York University 

Mrs. Barbara Covington- Program Manager 

Mr. Lloyd B. Hunter - President - lAUE 

To explore and describe choice behavior under the 

Education Voucher System. 

After a request tv many Forum participants expressing 
the desire for tHr pros and cons of the voucher system 
to be examined in n>ore detail, the scheduled format 
was replaced by a debate. Dr. Mario Fantini and 

i 
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Monslgnor Melvage stated their positions on the 
voucher experiment bringing to light the basic 
problem of the non access ability of choice In 
public schools. Or. Fantlnl took a con position 
on the voucher system stating in general that the 
public schools, could be developed to encompass 
the choices available under a voucher system. 

Monslgnor Melvage's positions was pro experiment 
and pro voucher. He felt that choice of schools 
by parents had to be preserved and the voucher 
system was a vehicle for this preservation. 

After both presentations the audience participated 
by addressing questions to the two speakers and 
the panel members. 

Forum I I I 

Title: Education .... A Function of and by the People 

Facilitators: Dr. Robert Centler - Director - Center for Urban 

Educat ion 

Mr, Terry Barnett - Harvard University 

Mr. Fred Stern - President - Calumet Chapter ACLU 

Mr. Lloyd B. Hunter - Pres ident - lAUE 

Mrs. Barbara Covington - lAUE Program Manager 
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Objectives 



SUMMARY: 



1. To explore the role of education In the life of 
the community and the role of the comtnunity In 
educat ion . 

2. To place the role for the Education Voucher System 
In the above context; 

For the same reason as stated for Forum 11 the format 
of Forun Ml became a series of statements of positions 
by the key speakers on the Education Voucher System. 
After the last speaker questions were answered from 
the audience. 



Dr. Robert Dentler identified a number of matters that 
he felt were vital Importance to learning and teaching 
that would be reinforced or furthered by some pares of 

the voucher approach. 

1. Parental Involvement (responsibility) 

2. Special Interest 

3. Equal opportunity 

^. Filling of minimum standards 

5. Student learning 
Mr. Fred Stern addressed himself to the serious un- 
answered questions raised by the plan. 

1. Separation of church and state 

2. Federal, state, municipal monies for segregated 
school s 

3. Dismantling public schools 

Terry Barnett spoke of advantaqes of the voucher system. 
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Forum IV 

''■'tie: Education: Where to, From Here 

Facilitators: William A. Peters - Vice President - lAUE 

Joseph C. Young - Director of Research - lAUE 

Pamela McCoy - Staff Assistant - lAUE 

Phyliss Richardson - Community Research Assistant 

Objectives: To summarize the activities of the Feasibility Study 

Activities Described: 1. Background 

School City's Involvement 

2. Public Information Campaign 

1 . Workshops and Forums 

2. In Home Meetings 

3. Speakers Bureau 

3. Research 

a. Instrumentation 

b. Analyization 
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Speakers Bureau 

The Speakers Bureau was formed to make available a cadre of speakers 

who would be able to describe and answer the questions posed on the 
voucher at various organization meetings throughout Gary. 

The members of the Speakers Bureau attended, upon invitation, the 
scheduled rT>eetings accompanied by a mennber of lAUE's staff. Tne 
format usually encompassed a brief explanation nf the Edu^-^tion 
Voucher System proceeded by a question and answer session. This 
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Representative Questions asked In Workshops/Forums/ 
Speakers Bureau Meetings/In home-Meet fngs 

1. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTUAL 

How will the Education Voucher System affect the administrative area 
of educat ion? 

If a sufficient number of pupils move out of existing public schools, 
thereby virtually vacating some schools, can the vacated f ac i I i t fes 
be made available on a rental basis to new private schools? 
If Gary decided to accept the Education Voucher Study, when would it 
become operational? 

Wh^t are the necessary requirements to be a participating school 
under the Education Voucher System? 

Will the Education Voucher Agency have a professional staff-- teachers? 

evaluators? researchers?, etc. 

Would the Education Voucher participating schools be required to ad- 
vertise their programs? 

What will be the guideline for pupil transferrals under the Education 
Voucher System? 

Under the Education Voucher System what would happen to surplus teachers 
if a particular school became underutilized? 

Under the Education Voucher System could teachers and/or other interested 

persons receive funds to establish private schools? 

Who will decide whether or not a school participates in the Education 
Voucher System? The principal, parents, or the Board of Education? 
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11. Are there any benefits under the Education Voucher System for 

mldd le- Income parents? 

12. Would the Education Voucher Agency be responsible only for ad- 
ministering funds or would they have authority over curriculum 
development? 

13. What changes will be necessary in the present Gary Public School 
System to implement the Education Voucher System? 

Will the teachers part icf pat Inp in the Education Voucher System 
receive additional training and pay? 

I I . ACCOUNTABILITY 

1. How will a lottery system and racial balance be worked to reach 

correct porport ions 

2. Has it been proven that under the Education Voucher System, 
achievement levels will be better than in the present public 
schools? 

3. How will parents become aware of what each different voucher school 
offers (alternative school designs)? 

^. How will the voucher system be evaluated? 

5. Could new criteria for teacher accreditation be established? 

6. Will achievement standards be parralle) to or under the state 
curriculum regulations? 

7. Can a child be transferred to another school without the parents' 
permi ss ion? 




61 



8. Would the Educatfon Voucher Agency have Its own curriculum standards? 

9. What will parents have to know in order to select the best school for 
his child? 

10. What happens to the average child in an innovative school? 

III. CHURCH/STATE 

1. Will parochial schools benefit more than public schools under the 
Education Voucher System? 

2. If parochial schools are Included In the voucher system, how will 
the question of the separation of church and state be dealt with? 

3. If tuition is $100. in parochial schools, doesn't the $800. from 
the State under the Education Voucher System give more money toward 
religious instruction? 

IV. USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS 

1. For those students who do not participate in the Education Voucher 

System, would the state continue to supply the school district with 
the $800.00 per pupil expenditure? 

2. Who would pciy for the continuance of the Education Voucher System 
after the five years experimental program? 

3. Would it be legal to use federal money to advertise for the schools 
under the Education Voucher System? 

What is the distinction between public money going into public 
or private schools? 
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V. INCREASED COST/EXPEND ITURES/TAXES 

After five years of the Education Voucher Experiment, will School 
City have to pay compensatory and transportation costs if it wishes 
to continue under an Education Voucher System? 

Will the Education Voucher System supplement or supersede Federal 
Funds such as, Title I and Title IV? 

What affect will the Education System Voucher have on the present 
tax rate? 

VI . IMPROVEMENT IN SCHOOLS 

Does OEO have any responsibility to raise the standards of schools? 
Will parents be the sole judge of a school's educational effect I ver>ess7 
How will parents, or even teachers, decide what quality education 
really is? 

Was the idea of the Education Voucher System created to develop a 
competitive spirit among schools? 

Is the purpose of the Education Voucher System to destroy public 
schools? 

Why should the present school system function any better under 
a Education Voucher System than it is right now? 
Is the Education Voucher System saying that the existing school 
system is not working? 

Would not the Education Voucher promote teacher specialization? 
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VI 1. VALUE OF THE VOUCHER 



1. Why under the Education Voucher System is there a need for OEO 
to add the compensatory amount for the low income child or the 
educationally disadvantaged child? 

2. Under the Education Voucher System, if a family does not qualify for 
the compensatory voucher, could they get a transportation allotment? 

3. Will the voucher take care of book rentals? 

^. If a disadvantaged parent wished to enroll his child In a parochial 

school under the Education Voucher System, who would pay for the 
un I forms? 

5. Under the Education Voucher System is transportation provided for 
all voucher children regardless of economic background? 

6. Why is income level used to determine (compensatory) voucher eligibility? 

7. If the voucher plan has as one of its goals the purpose of aiding 
underprivileged children, what happens if the school tuition exceeds 
the amount of the money needed, or given? 

8. Will OEO supply supplementary money for the "disadvantaged school'* 
under the Education Voucher System? 

VIM. TARGET AREA 

1. Shouldn't the Education Voucher System be open to the whole city? 
Also shouldn't pre~school through high school be included? 

2. What happens under the Education Voucher System when a school within 
the target area does not wish to participate? 
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3. Couldn't the Education Voucher System create a mass exodus of the 

people, leaving the lower-income community behind? Couldn't this 
put Gary In a much more serious sltuatlo.j than It Is now? 
i*. Win voucher recipients be allowed to enroll in only those schools 
In the target areas, or in all of Gary? 

5. How many participating schools are being considered? Who are 
they? What is their capacity to accommodate Incoming transfers? 

6. Would the Gary model be limited to the city limits of Gary? 

7. Who decides the target area? 

8. What is the proposed target area? Will all pupils In that area 
be eligible for transfer? 

9. If you were not within the target area, would your schools be 

affected? 

10. Can receiving schools be outside the target area? 

11. Win the target area only be within the Inner city? 

12. Do all schools within the target area have to participate? 

13. What is the number of people In the target area? 

1A. What are the area boundaries for the possible Educatlcn Voucher Experiment? 

IX. MODELS/PROGRAMS 

1. Concer' 'ng the specialty schools under the Education Voucher System, 
would the basic educational principles of reading, writing, arithmetic, 
etc. be ignored? 
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2. Would these models be available within each neighborhood school, 
and would they be at each grade level? 

3. Can a participating underutilized school under the Education 
Voucher System, develop a program that would attract parents and 

fill Its vacancies? 
^. What are the alternative educational models and curriculum options 
under the Education Voucher System? 

5. How would the Education Voucher System handle special problems such 
as slow learners? 

6. Besides specialty schools in the field of languages, music, art, etc., 
will the Education Voucher System allow for school innovation in the 
atmosphere of the classroom and In teaching methods? 

7. Under the Education Voucher System would OEO control the kind of pro- 
grammatic diversity that would develop? 

8. Under the Education Voucher System will there be different currlculums 
in the participating schools, therefore, allowing the parent to choose 
whatever curriculum he felt would meet the needs of his child. 

9. What does this program have in it that will help such groups as, Spanish 
Americans, Puerto Rlcans, etc.? 

10. Will it be possible, for the Education Voucher Agency, or the Gary 
School System, to establish specialized schools, such as Montessori , 
to which pupils can transfer? 
n. Could Gary be presented with several Education Voucher Alternative 
Models and than decide which one mose adequately meets their needs? 
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XI . SCHOOL CITY 



1. Should The City of Gary accept an Education Voucher System now or 
should we seek other means to correct our present educational problems? 

2. Would the Education Voucher program help us with the Gary School Systems 

iTonetary problems? 

3. Why is our educational system considering the Education Voucher System? 
k. Does the money granted School City by OEO for the Feasibility Study 

stay within School City? 

5. Why would School City consider putting money into the Education Voucher 
System rather than to use the money to improve the existing schools? 

6. In reference to the diversity In school s» If, according to present 
state law, the school board would ultimately be the Education Voucher 
Agency, why can't it bring about diversity without the voucher? 
What's keeping them from doing it now? 

XII. FEASIBILITY STUDY 

1. What assurance do we have that if (Gary) agrees to Phase II of the 
study that we won't automatically become an Education Voucher demons- 
tration si te? 

2. What effect wi M the data collected during the Feasibility Study have 
on ttie final decision? 

3. Why was Gary selected as a possible site for the Education Voucher System? 
^4. At what point does Phase II, Model Development, commit Gary to becominn 

an Ed'jcation Voucher Syste'^ demonstration area? 
5. Where else are Feasibility Studies being conducted? 
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6. Who win have the final say In making the decision as to whether 

or not Gary will bcconx* an experiment for the Education Voucher 
System? 

7* If the Education Voucher System Is not feasible In Gary this year, 

will It be possible to try again next year or later? It could be 
that citizens are not informed enough. 
8. Would Phase II actually take a school and use the Education Voucher 
System as the Plan? How can you see what you want (fit hasn't been 
tried? 

XIII. ENABLING LEGISLATION 

K Under present Indiana State law, would the school Board have to be 

the Education Voucher Agency? 

2. Do present Indiana education laws exclude parochial schools? 

3. Does Indiana law specifically allow schools to compete with each other? 
^. Does Indiana law permit the dispursement of public money into private 

ins t i tut Ions? 

5. Does Indiana law allow the establishment of storefront schools? 

6. Will Indiana law allow the Gary School Board to turn its authority 
over to an Education Voucher Agency? 
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XIV. BUSING 



1. Will the busing of children under the Education Voucher System be 
mandatory? 

2. Will the Education Voucher System pay for the busing of children? 

3. If parents wanted their children to attend a voucher school in 
their neighborhood, would they get first choice or would they 
possible have to be bussed a great distance to another school 

in the system? 
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EDUCATION VOUCHER 
FEASIBILITY STUDY 



Gary, Indiana 



TO Jit: AND OW,^t/AT:nNS WPAl^i , 
SfifUTf O* tDUCATiON » >«TMf». M|PfK, 



COHHUNITY / PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE 



DIRECTIONS 

"■"^'^ ^ completel y confidential survey. You have not been asked to Identify 
yourself or give identity to any person in any of the questions asked. Answer 
each question as honestly as you can. When you have finished, please check 
through to be sure you have answered each question. 

Return this questionnaire in the stamped, pre-addressed envelope that is 
prov ided . 



SEX: 



( ) Mal( 



( ) Fema i e 



B. RACE or ETHNICITY: 



) Black 
) White 

) Puerto Rican 



) Mex lean Amer i can 
) Oriental 
) American Indian 
) Other 



C. MARITAL STATUS 



BIRTH 



) Never Harried 
) Marr i ed Now 
) Separated 



( 



please specify 

) Divorced ( ) Other 
) Widowed 
) Annu 1 I ed 



(Year of Birth) 
EDUCATION: (Please encircle the last grade completed) 



please specify 



E 1 e n t a r 



2 ■ k s e 



Jr. High 



7 8 9 



High School 
10 I I 12 



Co 



1 ? 3 ^ 



Post Col le 



12 3^ 



O „ Institute ^or the Advancement of Urban Educa t i on , York, April, I971 
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ADDRESS 



Please answer this question as it relates to your present address 



i . My present address Is 



«3 . ( ) Temporary 
b. ( ) Permanent 



c. ( ) Rented 

d . ( ) Owned 



^' How long h ave you been living at your present address? 

a. ( ) Less than I year d. ( ) |)-I5 years 
^- ( ) '-5 years e. ( ) 16-20 



years 



c. ( ) 6-10 



years 



f. ( ) More than 20 years 



EMPLOYMENT 



3 . Are you presently employed ? 



a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 



^ • If YES, to ^^3, please indicate position or job title 



(Wr i te in Answer) 



P()^ i t i on or Job Title 
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IN. INCOME 



5- What was your fjmily's total income for the year 1 970? 
(CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ANSWER) 



( ) Lcbs thun 1 ,000 

( ) 1 .000 tn 1 ,999 

( ) 2,000 to 2,999 

( ) 3.000 to 3,999 

( ) '4,000 to ^4,999 

( ) 5,000 to 5.999 

( ) 6.000 to 6,999 

( ) 7,000 to 7,999 

( ) 8,000 to 8,999 

( ) 9-000 to 9,999 

[ ) 10,000 to 10,999 



h, 



i . ( 


) 11,000 


to 


11 ,999 


m . ( 


) i;,ooo 


to 


12,999 


n . ( 


) 13.000 


to 


13.999 


0 . ( 


) U.OOO 


to 


1^.999 


P • ( 


) 15,000 


to 


15,999 


q- ( 


) 16.000 


to 


16,999 


r . ( 


) 17,000 


to 


17,999 


*> • ( 


) 18,000 


to 


18,999 


t . ( 


) 19,000 


to 


19,999 


u . ( 


) 20,000 


or 


more 



^' How many OM,ple were supportoJ on the above total income 
the yrar 1970? fVir i i ^ in Ans.;or) " 



(Number of Peop ! e ) 
a. ( ) ye> L. ( ) No 




72 



9- Do you h.ivc children presently attending elementary schools 
(kindergarten to sixth grade), in C^ry? 

d. ( ) Ye-, n. ( ) No 

lO- If YES to J^9. please list for EACH child the GRADE and SCHOOL 
that he or she is attending . 

C HILD GRADE NAME OF SCHOOL 

1 

"2 

n 

■■■'k 

" 5 

«7 

-8 

-^9 

no 

1 1 . Will any of your children be attending kindergarten in 
Septonber, 1971 ? 

a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) Uo 

12. I f Yt S tr> I 1 , how m. '- . ? (Write in Answer) 

Number of Children 
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'T- ( ) res b. ( ) No 

tf YES to in. how m^ny? (Write In Answer) 



Number of' Chi Idren 



INFORMATION 



1;^^^'" did you first hear of t he Lducation Voucher Program b einn 
0 t scussed i n Gary ? ^ - J 



a. 1 


) 


This is the first time 


b. ( 


) 


Before January, |'J7I 


c . ( 


) 


During January, I97I 


( 


) 


During February, I971 




) 


Our i ng March I 97) 



P'^^^'-g indicate All, sour ces from which you received inf orm.-.f inn 
Jbout the Education Voucher Study in GaryT ' ~ 





( ) 


Rad in 




g- 


{ ) 


Fr i ends 


b . 1 


' ) 


T. V. 




h. 


( ) 


Re Ki t i ves 


c . 1 


) 


Ne./spaper 




i . 


f ) 


Teacher (s ) 


d. ( 


) 


Handb i ) 1 




j • < 


' ) 


Schoo 1 Adm i n i t ra i (;r s 


e . ( 


) 


School Bocird 

C ■"imun 1 L y Gil 


!'vc t i nq 

* i ' 


1 / 
K . 1 


) 


Ch i 1 dr n broiiqh i jimc 



) nt h,T ( p Ir . 
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1 7 . If tNi information you ncm hav •bout th€ Education Voucher 



Program ; 



(CHECK ONE ) 

( ) enough to make a decision about it. 

( ) not enough to make a decision about it. 

( ) undec i ded . 



Directions for questions l8 to 26 - Please answer each of the following questions 
based on the infcrmation you now have on the Education Voucher Program for Gary. 
(Check one answe'* only for each question) 

1 8 . 's an Education Voucher a redeemable coupon worth the cost of 
a year's schooling for a child? 

a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No c. ( ) Do not know d.( ) No Information 



1 9 . Can the education voucher be cashed in by a school at the 
Education Voucher Agency ? 

a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No c. ( ) Do not know d. ( ) No informat ion 



20 . Is a major benefit of the voucher program to improve the education 
of children, particularly disadvantaged children? 

a. ( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 

2 1 . Is giving parents more control over the kind of education their 
children get a noajor benefit of a voucher program? 

a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No c.{ ) Do not know d.( ) No information 

22 . Under the voucher program can parents choose to send their children 
to a PUBLIC SCHOOL ? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 
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23* Under the voucher P^Ofl^*"^ parents choose to send their 
children to a PR tVATE SCHOOL? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 



2^. Under the voucher program can parents choose to i#nd their 
children to a PAROCHIAL SCHOOL? ~ ^ 

d-( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 



25. Under the voucher program can parents form their own school ? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 

26. Can parents send their children to a school sponsored by a 
p7of i t-mak i ng organization or agency that is wMling to educate 

them? 

a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No c.( ) Do not know J.( ) No information 



VI ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS 



27. How desirable does the Educat ion Voucher Program being discussed 

in Gary seem to you ? (CHECK ONE) 



a . ( ) h j gh I y des i rab I e 

b. ( ) des i rable 

c. ( ) not sure 



d . ( ) undes i rable 

e. ( ) highly undesirable 

f. ( ) other (please specify) 
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28. What, in your opinion, is the HOST DESIRABLE feature of the 
Education Voucher Program being discussed in Gary ? 

(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 



c . 



( ) 



I t w i 

S C M { JO 



b. ( ) 



t wl 

) I t wi 

) I t v/i 



I provide the opportunity for students to go to any 

1 provicl.' ".upport for non-publlc schools. 
I bring about improvement in schools. 



I make for better use of school funds. 
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(con t i nued ) 



28. Cont inued 



e. { ) It will change the present make-up of neighborhood 

school s • 

f. ( ) Uncertain 

g. ( ) Other (please specify) 



29. What, in your optnton, is the LEAST DESIRABLE feature of the 

Education Voucher System being discussed in Gary? 



(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 



a. 

b. 
c . 
d. 



f . 
9- 



It will provi 
school . 



dc the opportunity for students to go to any 



It will provide support for non-public schools. 

It will bring about improvement in schools. 
It will make for better use of school funds- 
It will change the present make-up of neighborhood 
school s . 

Uncertain 

Other (please specify) 



30. Would you be willing to par t ic i pate i n an Education Voucher 
Program if it were set up in Gary? (CHECK THE APPROPRIATE 
ANSWER) 



b. 



d. 



Def i ni tely yes 
Maybe yes 
Def i n i te 1 y no 
Undec ided 

Other (please specify) 
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Institute for the Advancement of Urban Education 

55 WEST 42ND STREET ■ SUITE 648 • NEW YORK, N Y. 10036 • (212) 868-3770 



EDUCATION VOUCHER ^J^i^^i^i^^'^ 
FEASIBILITY STUDY J^^^ 

Gary , Ind iana 



COMMUNITY / PARENT QUESTIONNAIRE 



DIRECTIONS 

This is a completely confidential survey. You have not been asked to identify 
yourself or give identity to any person in any of the questions asked. Answer 
each question as honestly as you can. When you have finished, please check 
through to be sure you have answered each question. 

Ret urn this cjues t i onna i re in the stamped, pre^addressed envelope that is 
prov ided . 



A. SEX: ( ) Male ( ) Female 



B. RACE or ETHNICITY 



) Black 
) White 

) Puerto R i can 



( ) Mexican American 

( ) Oriental 

( ) Amer i can I nd i an 

( ) Other 



C. MARITAL STATUS 



D, BIRTH; 



( ) Never Mar r i ed ( 
( ) Mar r i ed Now ( 
( ) Separated 



p I ease spec i f y 

{ ) Othor 



) Divorced 
{ ) Widowed 
( ) Annu I I ed 



(Year of Birth) 

E. EDUCATION: (Pledse encircle the last grade conpleted) 



please specify 



E lementarv 



2 ' ^ S 6 



Jr. High 

7 8 9 



High School 
10 I I 12 



Co I lege 
1 ? 3 ^ 



P(v. t Co I I ego 



ERIC 



!ns t i tut'* 



■r t^t' Ad v-jf^c '."*>e n t 



Urban 
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Educot'mn, New York, Apr 



197 



I. ADDRESS 



Please answer this question as it relates to your present address ; 
1 . Hy present address is: 

a. ( ) Temporary c. ( ) Rented 

b. ( ) Permanent d. ( ) Owned 

2- How long have you been living at your present address? 

a- ( ) Less than I year d. ( ) 11-15 years 

b. ( ) 1-5 years e. ( ) 16-20 years 

^ ) ^-10 years f. ( ) More than 20 years 

I I . EMPLOYMENT 

3 . Are you presently employed? 

a. ( ) Ves b. ( ) No 
^ • If VES, to #3, please indicate position or job title . 

(Wr i te in Answer) 

Pes i t i on or Job Title 
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lit. INCOME 



5- What was your family's total income for the year 19707 
(CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ANSWER) 



a . ( 


) Less tha'i 1 ,000 


I. ( 


) 11,000 


to 


11,999 


b. { 


) I ,000 to 1 ,999 


m . ( 


) !2,000 


to 


12,999 


c . ( 


) 2.000 to 2.999 


n . ( 


) 1 5 000 


to 


1 \ <}q9 


d. { 


) 3,000 to 3,999 


o. { 


) IA,000 


to 


1^.999 


e . { 


) A, 000 to A, 999 


P- ( 


) 15.000 


tc 


15,999 


f . ( 


) 5,000 to 5,999 


q- ( 


) 16,000 


to 


16,999 


g- ( 


) 6,000 to 6,999 


f • ( 


) 17.000 


to 


17,999 


h. { 


) 7,000 to 7,999 


5 . { 


) 18,000 


to 


18.999 


1 . ( 


) 8,000 to 8,999 


t . ( 


) 19,000 


to 


19.999 


j • { 


) 9,000 to 9,999 


u . { 


) 20,000 


or 


more 


k. { 


) 10,000 to 10,999 











6 . How many people were supported on the above total income for 
the year 1970? (Write in Answer) 



(Number of People) 



7 . Did your fam il_^ receive public assistance during 1970 ? 
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 



8 . Is your family NOW receiving public assistance ? 
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 
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CHILDREN 



9. Do you have children presently attending elementary schools 
(kindergarten to sixth grade), in Gary? 



a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 



10. If YES to #9, please Ust for EACH child the GRADE and SCHOOL 
that he or she is attending . 

CHILD GRADE NAME OF SCHOOL 

#1 

n 

#3 



#5 



ai 

#8 

#9 

#10 



Will any of your children be attending kindergarten in 
September, 1971 ? 



a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 



12. If YES to #11, how many? (Write in Answer) 



Numbe r of Ch i 1 d rei 
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'3- Will any o f your children be attending kind ergarten in 

September, 1972? ^-«— 



a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 
1^. If YES to #13. how many? (Write in Answer) 



Number of Ch i Idren 



INFORMATION 



'5- When did you first hear of the Education Voucher Program being 
discussed in Gary? 



a . 


[ ) 


Thi s is the first t ime 


b. ( 


' ) 


Before 


January, 1 971 


c . 1 


) 


Our i ng 


January, 197 1 


d. ( 


' ) 


Our i ng 


February, )971 


e . ( 


) 


Our i ng 


March, 1971 



'6. Please indicate ALL sources from which you received info rmation 
about the Education Voucher Study in Gary. 



) Radio 

) T. V. 

) iNewspaper 

) Handbi 1 1 

) School Board Meeting 

) Commun i t y G roup 



9 
h 



Fr lends 

Re I a t i ves 
Teacher (s ) 

Schoo 1 Adm inistr^tors 

Children brougfu home 
information from schoo! 

Other (pl(^a^^e spccitv) 



ERLC 
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17. Is the information you now have about the Education Voucher 



Program : 
(CHECK ONE ) 



( ) enough to make a decision about it. 

( ) not enough to make a decision about it. 
( ) undec ided . 



Directions for questions 18 to 26 - Please answer each of the following questions 
based on the information you now have on the Education Voucher Program for Gary. 
(Check one answer only for each question) 

18. Is an Education Voucher a redeemable coupon worth the cost of 
a year's schooling for a child? 

a. ( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No Information 

19. Can the education voucher be cashed In by a school at the 
Education Voucher Agency ? 

a. ( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 

20 . is a major benefit of the voucher program to improve the education 
of children^ particularly disadvantaged children? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d. ( ) No information 

2 1 . Is giving parents more control over the kind of education their 
children get a major benefit of a voucher program ? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) Nc c.( ) Oo not know d.( ) No information 

22. Under the voucher program can parents choose to send their children 
to a PUBLIC SCHOOL ? 

a. ( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No information 



ERIC 
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23- Under the voucher program can parents choose to send t heir 
cnnaren to a phIVATE SCHOOL? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) No c.( ) Do not know d.( ) No informat 



ion 



2^. Under the voucher program can parents choose to send their 
children to a PAROCHIAL SCHOOL? 

a.( ) Yes b.( ) No c. ( ) Do not icnow d.( ) No informat i 



ion 



2 5 . Under the voucher program can parents form their own school ? 

a.( ) Yes b ( ) No c.( ) Do not know d. ( ) No information 

26. Can parents send their children to a school sponsored by a 
prof i t*maki ng organization or agency that is willing to educate 
them? 



a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No c. ( ) Do not know d.( ) No informat 



ion 



VI ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS 



27. How desirable does the Education Voucher Program being discussed 
in Gary seem to you? (CHECK ONE) 

a. ( ) highly desirable d. ( ) undesirable 

b. { ) desirable e. ( ) highly undesirable 

c. ( ) not sure f. ( ) other (please specify) 



28. What, in your opinion, is the MOST DESIRABLE feature of the 
Education Voucher Program being discussed in Gary ? 

(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 

a. ( ) It will provide the opportunity for btudenis to go to any 
schoo 1 . 

b ( ) It will providf support for nr)fi-publi< schrK)ls. 

c. ( ) It w'M bring about improvement in bchool^. 

d. ( ) It will make for better use of school funds, 

( con t I nue»d j , . . 



I 
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28. Continued 



e. { ) i t wi M cho iige the present make-up of neighborhood 
schoo I s . 

f» ( ) Uncertain 

g. { ) Other (please specify) ^ 



29. What, in your opinion, is the LEAST DESIRABLE feature of the 
Education Voucher System being discussed in Gary? 

(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 



a. ( ) It will provide the opportunity for students to go to any 

schoo I . 

b . ( ) I t wi I I prov i de suppor t for non-pub I i c schoo I s . 

c. ( ) It will bring about improvement in schools. 

d. ( ) It will make for better use of school funds. 

e. ( ) I t wi I I change the present niake-up of neighborhood 

schoo I s . 

f . ( ) Uncer ta i n 

g. ( ) Other (please specify) 



30. Wo uld you be willing to participate in an Education Voucher 
Program if it were set up in Gary ? (CHECK THE APPROPRIATE 
ANSWER) 



a . ( 


) 


Def i n i te I y yes 


b. ( 


) 


Maybe yc^j 


c . ( 


) 


De f i n i te 1 y no 


d. ( 


) 


Undec i ded 


e . ( 


) 


Other (pica .c 
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PART II 



INSTRUCT IONS 

Below are a list of statements which describe the Education Voucher Program 
as functions and possible consequences. Beside each of these statcm^n?s 
are symbols which are defined as follows- statements 



SA 


(Strongly Agree) 


A 


(Agree) 


U 


(Undec ided) 


0 


(D i sagree ) 


SD 


(Strongly Disagree) 



If a voucher system were 'nstituted, 
it should be administered by the 
existing Board of Education (School 
Trustees) . 

If a voucher system were instituted. 

it should be administered by a new 

agency having complete autonomy 

from the existing Board of Education. 

Paients should serve in key decision- 
making positions (roles) in any agency 
or unit set up to administer the 
voucher program. 

If a voucher program were instituted 
parents should have the right to bus 
their children voluntarily to voucher 
receiving schools, at no additional 
cost to them. 



SA 



SD 



SA 



SD 



SA 



SD 



SA 



SD 



ERIC 



The State Education Department 
should continue to set minimum 
Education Requirements in all schools 
whether they participate in the 
voucher program or not. 

Schools participating in the 
voucher program should be allowed 
to set their own educational 
standards and programs. 
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SA A U 



SD 



SA A 



SI) 



8. 



Parents are knowledgeable enough 
and involved enough in their childrens 
.■ducat ion to be able to make a sound 
Choice as to what type school and/or 
education program is best likely to 
neet the childrens' educational needs. 

More time should be spent discussing 
specific educational options that 

cojld be possible under a voucher 
piogram before it is decided to pursue 
such a program. 

9. It was a sound decision on the part of 
the Superintendent and School Board to 
•nvestigate the possibilities of a 
voucher program for Gary, 

10. And Education Voucher Program could 
initiate a healthy competition 
between and among schools, 

11. Schools participating in an Education 

Voucher Program should be allowed to 
hire and fire their teachers indepen- 
dently of the existing School Board. 

:2. Children from poor families need the 
Education Voucher Program more than 
those from middle income families. 

13. Many good teachers are likely to lose 
their jobs if an Education Voucher 
Program were instituted in Gary, 

Every parent in Gary, regardless of 
income, should be allowed to parti- 
cipate i,i any Education Voucher 
Program instituted. 

^-v Education Voucher Program being 
•cus-ed in G.irv is .i great threat 
to the public school system. 

Under the Education Voucher Program 
parents i 1 1 jse their voucher money 
to p'--ssure teachers and administrators 
' 'U -) actions not necessarily beneficial 
t'' the total system. 

I'o sopiration of church and state 
should be maintained under any 
voucher nlan. 
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18. The Education Voucher Program pro- SA 
v.des another tool for segregat ional ists. 

19. The Education Voucher Program being SA 
discussed In Gary wll { Inevitably 

lend to h Igher taxes . 

20. The Education Voucher Program being SA 
discussed in Gary is an obstacle to 
teacher performance and professional 
autonomy. 

21. Under the Education Voucher Program, SA 
the value of the voucher should be 

higher for the disadvantaged child. 

22. If the Education Voucher Program SA 
were instituted In Gary, parochial/ 
private schools would gain students from 
pub I ic school s . 

23. Under the Education Voucher Program, SA 
many schools will lose special pro- 
gram funds such as a Federal titled 

funds and special program funds. 

2k, Under an Education Voucher Program, a SA 
good school would tend to be over- 
crowded whereas poorer schools would 
be underut i 1 i zed. 



2? 



Before making a final decision on the SA 
Education Voucher Program In Gary, a 
specific model (s) such as bi-Iingual, 
slow learner, performing arts, Montessori, 
etc. should be developed. 

2( . Any new legislation that is required to 
Institute the Education Voucher Program 
in Ga / should be encouraged. 

27. If the Edi'cation Vo-^cher Program were SA 
nstituted in Gary, it should not in- 
clude parochial schools. 



SA 



28. The present school system needs more 
and better qualified teachers. 



SA 



29. The Education Voucher Program should SA 

explored even if Enabling Legis- 
lation is not fullv obtained. 

30. The final decision on the selected SA 
voucnt^r node I should co-ne a rep- 
resent. it Ive group of parents ond 
community pecjple rather than from 

the School Board. 
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Institute for the Advancement of Vrban Education 



EDUCATION VOUCHER 
(FEASIBILITY STUDY 

Gary, Indiana 



SCHOOL PERSONNEL QUEST lONNAI RF 



DIRECTIONS 



yo s: 7 "av. „o. b„„ a,K.d to identify 

each puestio at o e \l ^ ^'^""w^.V"' °i "".^"""o"' Answl? 
through to be sure you h^vfa '.ac ' ul Uon"' ^""^ ^^"^ 



A. SEX: ( )^ale 

B. RACE or ETHNICITY: 



MARITAL STATUS 



0. OIRTH: 



( ) Female 

( )Black 

( ) White 

( )Puerto Rican 



(rear of Birth) 
E. PLACE OF BIRTH 



)Never Married 
) Married Now 
)Separa ted 



City or Town 



( )Mex 1 can Amer ican 

( )0r i enta I 

( )Amer lean Ind ian 

( )Other 



) D i vorced 
)Widov;od 
)Annul led 



please specify 

( ) Othe, 



please specify 



State or Country 



C 

^ns t i tuti 



e for the Advancement of Urban Education, New York, New York. 

ERIC ''^^g' '571 , 



i. ADDRESS 



I • Do you 1 ive in Gary ? 

a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No 



If YES, how long? 
Write In years 



^' Do YO" consider your pre^an t address permannnf 

a. ( ) Permanent b. ( ) Temporary c. ( ) Undecided 
'ong have you been living «^ y^... p ^ n-trtrrn7 



a. ( ) Less than I year 
b- ( ) 1-5 years 
c. ( ) 6-10 years 



d- ( ) II-I5 years 
c- ( ) 16-20 years 
f' ( ) More than 20 years 



EMPLOYMENT 



^' What is your present title ? 

a. ( ) Teacher 

b. ( ) Teacher on Special Assignment 

c. ( ) Principal 



( ) Administrator 
c- ( ) Other 



ERIC 



(please specify) 

5. Please indicate the total number of years you have been in «nx/ nf ^h. f n • 
positions listed b.,o„ fo. th. Gary Lhooir Sv.,:: .^^f^" .'^J ^IhTJ^"'"' 

Years in 



sys terns 
Pos i t ion 



Gary Schools 



A. Teacher 

B. Teacher on special 
ass i gnmen t 

C. Principal 

0. Administrator other 
than principal 

Other (Please specify) 



Ycars in 
Other Schools 
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INFORMATION 



Have you heard of the Education Voucher Program being discussed in Gary? 



a. ( ) Yes 



b. ( ) No 



7. When did you first hear of the Education Voucher Program being discussed 
in Gary? 



a . 

b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 



) This is the first time. 

) Before January, I97I 

) During January, I97I 

) During February, 197) 

) During March, I97I 



8. 



Please in dicate ALL sources from which you received information about 
the Education Voucher Study in Gary . " 



( ) Radio 

( ) T. V. 

( ) Newspaper 

( ) Handbi 1 1 

( ) School Board Meeting 

f. ( ) Community Group 



a . 
b. 
c . 
d. 
e . 



) Friends 

) Relatives 

) Teacher (s) 

) School Administrators 

) Church Group 

) Other (please specify) 



9. V/hich of the above was your first source of information about the 
Education Voucher System being discussed in Gary? 



FIRST SOURCE OF INFORMATION 



•0- Have you heard about the Education Voucher Program bein g discussed for 
any other place than Gary? 



a. ( ) Yes 



b. ( ) No 
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1 I . Is the information you now have about the Education Voucher Program : 



(CHECK ONE ) 

( ) enough to make a decision about it. 

( ) not enoug.; to make a decision about it. 

( ) undec ided . 

IV. ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS 

1 2 . How desirable does the Education Voucher Program being discussed in 
Gary seem to you ? (CHECK ONE) 

a. ( ) highly desirable d. ( ) undesirable 

b. ( ) desirable e. ( ) highly undesirable 

c. ( ) not sure f. ( ) other (please specify) 



1 3 . What, in your opinion, is the MOST DESIRABLE feature of the Education 
Voucher Program being discussed in Gary? 
(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 



a. ( ) It will provide the opportunity for students to go to any 

school . 

b. ( ) It will provide support for non-public schools. 

c. ( ) It will bring about improvement in schools. 

d. ( ) It will make for better use of school funds. 

e. ( ) I t wi I I change the present make-up of neighborhood 

school s . 

f. ( ) Uncertain 



Other (please specify) 



ERIC 
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f'*. What, in your opinion, is the LEAST DESIRABLE feature of t he Education 
Voucher System being discussed in Gary? 



(CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER) 



b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f . 



t will provide the opportunity for students to go to any 
school . 

t will provide support for non-public schools, 
t will bring about improvement in schools, 
t will make for better use of school funds, 
t will change the present make-up of neighborhood schools 
Uncerta in 

Other (please specify) 



15. Would you be willing to participate in an Education Voucher Program 
if it were set up in Gary? (CHECK THE APPROPRIATE ANSWER) 



a . 1 


) 


Def ini tely yes 


b. ( 


) 


Maybe yes 


c. ( 


) 


Def i n i te 1 y no 


d. ( 


) 


Undec ided 


e. ( 


) 


Other (please spec i fy) 
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PART II 



INSTRUCTIONS 

EjIow are a list of statements which describe the Education Voucher Program. 
Its *^unctions and possible consequences. Beside each of these statements 
are symbols which are defined as fol levies: 



SA 


(Strongly Agree) 


A 


(Agree) 


U 


(Undecided) 


D 


(Di sagree) 


SD 


(Strongly Disagree) 



Please circle ONE of these symbols to indicate your attitude with r egard to 
each statement . 



If a voucher system were instituted, 
it should be administered by the 
existing Board of Education (School 
Trustees) . 



SA 



SD 



If a voucher system were instituted, 
it should be administered by a new 
agency having complete autonomy 
from the existing Board of Education. 

Parents should serve in key decision- 
making positions (roles) in any agency 
or unit set up to administer the 
voucher program. 



SA 



SD 



SA 



U 



SD 



If a voucher program were instituted 
pa-ents should have the riqht to bus 
their children voluntarily to voucher 
receiving schools, at no additional 
cost to them. 



SA 



SD 



The State £d u ca t i on Depar tmen t 

i> hou i d con t i nue to set mini mum 

Educa t i on Requ i reman t s in all schoo 1 s 

whether they participate in the 

vo jcher program or not. 



SA 



D SD 



ERIC 



Schools participating in the 
voLcher program should be allowed 
to %et their own educational 
sta"^dards and programs. 



9^ 



SA 



7* Parents are knowledgeable enough 

and involved enough in their childrens' 
education to be able to make a sound 
choice as to what type school and/or 
education program is best likely to 
meet the childrens' educational needs. 

8. More time should be spent discussing 

specific educational options that 
could be possible under a voucher 
program before it is decided to pursue 
such a program. 



SA 



U 



SD 



SA 



SD 



9. It was a sound decision on the part of 
the Superintendent and School Board to 
investigate the possibilities of a 
voucher program for Gary. 

10. And Education Voucher Program could 
initiate a healthy competition 
between and among schools. 

11. Schools participating in an Education 
Voucher Program should be allowed to 
hire and fire their teachers indepen- 
dently of the existing School Board. 

12. Children from poor families need the 
Education Voucher Program more than 
those from middle income families. 



SA A U 



D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SO 



13. Many good teachers are likely to lose 
their jobs if an Education Voucher 
Program were instituted in Gary. 

1^. Every parent in Gary> regardless of 
i ncome > should be allowed to parti- 
cipate in any Education Voucher 
Program inst i tuted . 

15. The Education Voucher Program being 
discussed in Gary is a great threat 
to the public school system. 

16, Under the Education Voucher Program 
parents will use their voucher money 

to pressure teachers and administrators 
into actions not necessarily beneficial 

to the tot..il system, 

17 The separation of church and state 
should be maintained under any 
voucher plan. 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U 



SA 



D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



D SD 



ERLC 
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18. 



19. 



20. 



21 



22. 



23 



2^, 



The Education Voucher Program pro- SA 

vide 5 another tool for segregational ists. 



U 



The Education Voucher Program being 
discussed in Gary wilt inevitably 
lend to higher taxes. 

The Education Voucher Program being 

discussed in Gary is an obstacle to 
teacher performance and professional 
au tonomy . 

Under the Education Voucher Program, 
the value of the voucher should be 
higher for the disadvantaged child. 



If the Education Voucher Program 
werr instituted in Gdry, pirochial/ 
private schools would gain 
pub I i c school s . 



SA 



SA 



SA 



SA 



students from 



Under the Education Voucher Program, 
many schools will lose special pro- 
gram funds such as a Federal titled 
funds and special program funds. 

Under an Education Voucher Program, a 
good school would tend to be over* 
crowded whereas poorer schools would 
be underut i I i zed . 



SA 



SA 



U 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SD 



25. 



26, 



27. 



28. 



Before making a final decision on the SA 
Education Voucher Program in Gary, a 
specific model (s) such as bi-Iingual, 
slow learner, performing arts, Montessori , 
etc. should be developed. 

Any new legislation that is required to SA 
institute the Education Voucher Program 
in Gary should be encouraged. 



If the Education Voucher Program were 

instituted in Gary, it should not 'n- 
c I ude paroch i a I school s . 

The present school system needs more 
and better qualified teachers. 



ERIC 



29. The Education Voucher Program should 

be L'xplored even if Enabling Legis- 
lallon is not fully obtained. 

30. Thr final decision cn the selected 
voucher model should com? a rep- 
resentative group of parents and 

-rriTi.jn i t y people rather than from 
the School Board. 
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SA 



SA 



SA 



SA 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SD 



SO 



m 



Instituti for the Advancement of Urban Education 

55 WEST 42NO STREET . SmTE 648 . NEW YORK. N Y 10036 • ,212, 868-3770 



EDUCATION VOUCHER 
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I. Do you live in Gary? )A IF YES ASK How many years? 

( ) Yes 

( ) No Years 



2. Have you had any teaching 2A IF YES ASK Where? .ow many years? 
exper i ence? 

# of 

( ) Yes Posit ion Where years 



( ) No 



1. 

(city, state, school) 



2. 



3. How long have > ou been a member of the 

Gary Board of Education? No. of years 

Have you ever held an kf< IF YES ASK What type of position? Where? 

administrative position How many years? 

in any school system other 
than the Gary school system? 

( ) Yes # of 

( ) No Pos i t ion Where years 



3. 



(ci ty , state , school) 



5. Have you ever hek an 5A IF YES ASK What type of position? Where? 

adm i n i s t rat i N/e position How many years? 

outside any school system? 

# of 

( ; Yes Pos i t ion Where years 

I ) No 



(city, state, company) 
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6. Do you have any opinions with regard to why the Board of Education becaw 
interested in an Education Voucher System (EVS) as a possibility for Gary? 



( ) Yes 
( ) No 



7. IF YES ASK What, in your opinion, is(are) the reason(s) that the Board 
became interested in an EVS for Gary? 



8. Do you personally support the EVS? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 



8a. ask for reasons 



9. How would you say the present school administration Is performing In the 
foi lowi ng areas : 



A Operation of Schools 

B Atti acting new teachers 

C Attracting new administrators 

D Al location of funds 

E Program Development 

F Responding to parents' 
concerns 

G Heeling Educational needs 
of ch i 1 dren 



Very Wei 
Wei 



Neither Well Badly Very 
Nor Badly Bad ly 
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10. ASK FOR EACH OF THE ABOVE (9A - 9C) , Why do you feel this way? 
Reason: A 



B 



C 



D 



E 



F 



n. How do you think performance ir these areas would be under an Education 
Voucher Agency (EVA)? 



A Operation of Schools 

B Attracting new teachers 

C Attracting new administrators 

D AI locat ion of funds 

E Program Development 

F Responding to parents' 
conce rns 

G Meeting Educational needs 
of child ren 



Very Wei 
Wei 



Nei ther Wei 1 Bad 
Nor Badly 



( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

( ) 
( ) 

( ) 

( ) 



y Very 
Bad 
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12. ASK FOR EACH OF THE ABOVE (HA - IIG), Why do you feel this way? 

Reason: A 



B 



C 



D 



E 



F 



G 



13- Do you think that school fjnds are presently being allocated to the 
right areas? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 



IF NO ASK, Why do you feel this way? 



In what way do you feel funds should be allocated? 
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What about the organization of the Education Voucher System (EVS)- 

Do you think: 

A ( ) The present School Board should be the Education Voucher 
Agency (EVA)? 

B ( ) The EVA should be a separate body but not independent 
of the School Board? 

C ( ) The EVA should be a separate body and independent of the 
School Board? 



ASK FOR THE CHOICE MADE ABOVE 
A Why do you feel this way? 



B What kinds of administrative changes are necessary for this to 
occur (to bring about this)? 



C Do you think these changes will necessitate additional costs? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

D Why do you feel this way? 



E Do you think the present administration should support such costs? 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

F IF YES, ASK Why do you feel this way? 

IF NO, ASK Why do you feel this way? and Who, do you think, 
should support these costs? 
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I am going to read a list of statements which describe EVS, its functions 
and consequences. How strongly would you agree or disagree with each? 



SA 


(strongly Agree) 


A 


(Agree) 


U 


(Undecided) 


D 


(Disagree) 


SO 


(strongly Disagree) 


Competition among shcools wll 


11 lead 


to an increase In the quality of education 



18. Parents who select their children's 
school will remain tnore educationally 
involved with their children than those 
who do not. 

19. The EVS being discussed in 

Gary is an obstacle to teachers' 
profess i ona 1 au tonomy . 

20. The public school system should be 
saved under any voucher plan. 

21. Competition among schools will 
encourage improvement in teachers' 
performance and the delivery of 
educat ional serv i ces . 

22. The separation of church and state 
should be maintained under any 
voucher plan. 

23- The EVS provides another weapon 
for segregationists. 

m. The introduction of the EVS into 
the Gary public schools will change 
them radically in too short a time. 

25. The present school system needs more 
and better qualified teachers. 

26. The EVS imposes an immediate threat 
to the public school system. 



SA A U D SD 

SA A U D SD 



SA A U I) SO 

SA A IJ £ SD 

SA A U D SD 

SA A U_ D SD 

SA A U D SD 

SA A L[ 2 S£ 

SA A U D SD 

SA A U D SD 
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27* Competition among schools for funds SA A U D SD 

and students is a meaningful and 
reasonable way to induce accountability. 

28. Under the EVS parents will use their SA A U D SD 
voucher money to pressure teachers and 

administrators into actions not necessarily 
beneficial to the total system. 

29. The EVS being discussed in Gary is a SA A U D SD 
meaningful way to provide for the edu- 
cationally disadvantaged child. 

30. If the EVS were instituted in Gary, SA A U D SD 
it should not include parochial schools. 

31. Under the EVS, the value of the voucher SA A U D SD 
should be determined by the progress in 

performance made by the school. 

32. If the EVS were instituted in Gary, SA A U D SD 
Public Schools would lose students 

to parochial school?. 

33. Under the EVS, many schools will lose SA A U D SD 
funds such as Title l-lll funds and 

special program funds. 

3'*. Under an EVS, a good school would SA A U D SD 

tend to overcrowd, whereas poorer 
schools would be underutilized. 

35. The EVS being discussed in Gary SA A U D SD 
will inevitably lead to higher taxes. 

36. The EVS being discussed in Gary SA A U D SD 
is an obstacle to teacher performance. 

37. The EVS would gener^^te a diversity SA A U D SD 
in students background. 

38. Under the EVS, the value of the ^ ^: !i £ 12. 
voucher should be higher for the 

educationally di sadv ant aged ch i 1 d . 
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39. What is the most attractive feature of EVS? 



Why do you feel this way? 



i40. What is the least attractive feature of EVS? 



Why do you feel this way? 



t»l. Are there any other comments you would like to make about EVS? 
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DI rcct I ons : 

In this questionnaire the views representative of Orqan 1 zat I ons 
and riovernmental Offices are asked. Please read each statement carefully 
and make the response representative of the views of the Orqanlzatlon or 
Of f i ce. 

When you have finished, please check to see that you have answered 

al 1 cues 1 1 ons . 

This is a completely confidential survey and the results will not be 
associated with any particular Organization or Office. 

Return this questionnaire in the stamped, pre-addressed envelope 
that is provided. 
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I. 



2. 



Please Indicate whether or not this is an Organization 
or Office . (CHECK ONE) — 

1 ( ) Orqanization 

2 ( ) Office 

Please answer the followlnq questions In the approorlate 
column denotinq Organ! zat ion or Office. 

I 

ORnANIZATION 

A. Does your Orqanization/ 
Office have National As 
We 1 1 As Local branchesT 



2 

OFFICE 



National only 
Local only 
Both 

B. Is your personal affiliation 
with the National or Local 
branch? 

National 

Local 

Both 

C. In what way are you personally 
affiliated with the National 
branch? 

Officer 
Hamber only 

D. In what way are you oersonally 
affiliated with the Local branch? 

Officer 

Member only 



( 



If you are affiliated with an Office . please qo to 0.3. 

If you are affiliated with an Organ i zat ion please answer 
the fol lowi nq : 

E. What is the total local membership of your 
Orqanization? (WRITE IN NUMBER OF MEMBERS) 



No. of Members 



ERJC ,07 ^ 
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n what area (s) of Interest does your local Oroanlzation 
OCU5? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 



Civil r i ahts 
Civil liberties 
Pol i tical Interests 
Heal th 

Social Welfare 

Rel iqlous Interest 

Racial and ethnic interests 

Educat ion 

Business or economic 
Recreational interests 
Wont n r i qh t s 
Special services 
Hoiis i nq 

Urban development 
Other (soecify) 



Does your local Organization/Office have a special division or deoartment 
that deals with education? (CHECK ONE) 

1 ( ) Yes 

2 ' ) No 

3 ( ) Don ' t know 

Does your local Organization/Office set aside funds soecificallv for 
education? fCHECK ONE) 

1 ( ) Yes 

2 ( ) No 

3 ( ) Don ' t know 

I 08 
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5. Has your national and local Orqanlzat Ions/Off Ices received Information 
reqarding the Education Voucher System (EVS)* tn Gary? (CHECK ONE) 

1 { ) v^s, nationally and locally 

2 ( ) Yes, nationally only 

3 ( ) Yes , local ly only 
^ ( ) No, neither 

5 ( ) Don't know 



6. When did your national and 
local Orqanlzatlons/Off Ices 
first receive information 
regarding the EVS being 

discussed in Gary? 

(CHECK ONE FOR EACH COLUMN) 



1 Prior to January, 

2 Du ring January, 1971 

3 During February, 1971 
^ During March, I97I 

5 Don * t know 



National 



( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 



Local 

( ) 

( ) 
( ) 
( ) 



7. How did vour national and local 0 raan i zat i ons/ 
Offices hear of the EVS bcinq discussed in 
Gary? (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY FOR EACH COLUMN) 

1 Radio 

2 T. V. 

3 Newsoaoer 

k Handbi)) 

5 Schools or School 
Boa rd 

6 Other Organization/ 
Office (Please soecify) 



( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 



( ) 



( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 



8 Other (Please specify) 



( ) 



( ) 
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8. t>c«s your Organization/Office know of any othtr cities or towns 

that are conducting feasibility studies for an EVS7 
(CHECK ONE) 

1 ( ) Yes (Pleas* specify) 

2 ( ) No 

9» Has your Organization/Office heard about or received any Information 
concerning how the EVS should be orqanlzed? (CHE''K ONE) 

1 ( ) Yes 

2 ( ) No 

10. Has your Organization/Office and membe rshl p/cons 1 tuency discussed 
the EVS? The Education Voucher Aoency (EVA)*7 (CHECK ONE FOR EACH 

COLUMN) 

EVS EVA 



1 Yes 

2 No 

If yes, in what ways? 



( ) 
( ) 



( ) 
( ) 



1 1 . As you might know, the EVS has brought about a number of concerns 
among individuals and Organizations. Below are listed a number of 
these concerns. Please indicate whether these have been brought 
to your attention by your membership/constituency, other Individuals 
or other Organizations. (CHEr ' AS MANY AS APPLY) 



A. Use of the voucher as a tool 
of segregationists 

B. Maintaining separation 

of church and state under 

EVS 

C. EVS leading :o higher taxes 

0. Loss of other ,^deral 
funds by locals schools 
under the EVS 

E. The value of the voucher* 
should be the same for 
a 1 I schoo I s 



Membership 
Constl tuency 

( ) 



( ) 
( ) 



( ) 



Other 

Individuals 



( ) 



( ) 



( ) 
( ) 



( ) 



( ) 



Other 

Organ i za t i on* 



( ) 



( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 
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See niossary - p. ' 3 



The valuta of the voucher 
should be different for 

different types of schools 

The value of the voucher 
should be the same for 
each student 

The value of the vouche^^ 
should be different for 

each sti!dent 



Membershi p/ 
Const! tuency 



( ) 



Other 

Indivi dual s 



( ) 



( ) 



( ) 



( ) 



( ) 



2. 



Has your national and local Organ i za t i ons/Off i ces ti.ken a Dositton 
■eqardinq the tVS in Gary? (CHECK ONE FOR EACH COLUMN) 



NATIONALLY 



LOCALLY 



1 In supDOrt of EVS 

2 Not in support of 
EVS 

3 Undecided 

k W'thholdlna support 

5 No DOS it ion 



( ) 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 



3. Would your loc al Organization/Office take a position regardina 

EVS independent of your national Orqanlzation or Office? (CHECK ONE) 

1 ( ) Yes 

2 ( ) No, we would take the same 

\k. Would your local Organization/Office suDDort enabling legislation for 



an EVS? An EVA? (CHECK ONE FOR EACH COLUMN^ 

1 Yes 

2 No 

3 Undecided 



EVS 
( ) 
( ) 

( ) 



EVA 



) 



( ) 
( ) 



I 5. 



Does your local Organization/Office support the inclusion of Private 
Schoo's in EVS? Parochial Schools? (CHECK ONE FOR EACH COLUMN) 



ERIC 



1 Yes 

2 No 

3 Don ' t know 



Private 

Schoo 1 s 

( ) 
( ) 

1^^'^ ) 



Pa roch i a I 
Schf io I s 

( ) 

( ) 

( ) 



Other 

OrqanizatfO" " 



( ) 



( ) 



( ) 



Would your local Organization/Office support the use of public funds 
In Private Schools? Parochial Schools? (CHECK ONE FOR EACH COLUMN) 



Private ^srochial 

School s S choc 1 s 

1 Yes ( ) ( ) 

2 No ( ) ( ) 

3 Don't know ( ) ( ) 

(Continue to Part I I) 



Part II 



BelOM are a list of activititt In which an Organ iiat ion/Off icA like yours 
might participate with public, private or parochial schools. 

Please indicate whether or not your Organ i zat ion/Of f i h as ever participa ted 
in the activities listed below with Public, Private, jr Parochial schools and 
whether or not it would part ic i pate In the same activities with Education 
voucher schools. Circle the appropriate symbols described below. 

PS (Participated with Public Schools) 

PR (Pcirt i c ipated with Private Schools) 

PA (Participated with Parochial Schools) 

EV (Would participate with Education 
Voucher Schools) 



CIRCLE ALL SYMBOLS THAT APPLY 

1. Recommend a school parents 

2. Visit schools 

3. Advise school on various 
Educational problems 

k. Aid schools in identifying 

row "sources of funds 

5. Recoinmend personnel to a 
school 

6. Aid schools in identifying 
new educational materials 

7. Seek advice of schools' 
personnel in establishing 
your Own programs 

8. Utilize schools facilities 

(Classrooms, gymnasium, 
etc.) tor programs, meetings 
Of vvoi'kshops 

J. Recommend other Organizations 
tr use schools facilities 
for "-eetinqs, program or 
.•,0''ks' 'j.'S 



HAS PARTICIPATED 



PS. 
PS 



PS 



PS 



PR_ 
PR 



PS PR 



PS PR 



PS PR 



PR 



PS PR 



PR 



PA 
PA 

PA 

PA 

PA 

PA 

PA 



PA 



WOULD PARTICIPATE 
EV 

EV 



EV 



EV 



EV 



PS 



PR PA 



EV 
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HAS PARTICIPATED 



WOUt 0 PARTICIPATE 



EV 



10. Advise parents on how to 
apply for children's 

admission to schools PS PR PA 

11. Write to schools concerning 
admission requirements PS PR PA 

12. Write to schools con- 
cerning education pro- 
grams P£ PR PA EV 

13. Suggest to parents th^it 
they wr i te to schools 

^ '■ erning admission 

uirenents PS PR PA EV 

U Suggest to parent that 
they write to schools 
concerning educational 

programs pS pR pA EV 



Part III 



U 



Below are a list of statements which describe the Education Voucher System, 
Its functions and possible consequences. Beside each of these statements 
are some symbols which are defined as follows: 

1 SA (Strongly Agree) 

2 A (Agree) 

3 U (Undecided) 
k D (Disagree) 

5 SD (Strongly Disagree) 

Please circle ONE of these symbols to Indicate your Organ i zat Ion/Of f 1 ce ' s 
attitude with regard to each statement. 

1. The Education Voucher System needs 
to be considered because it provides 
an alternative to the existing ed- 
ucation system. SA^ 

2. Competition among schools will en- 
courage improvement in teachers* 
performance and the delivery of ed- 
ucational services, SA_ 

3. Competition among schools for 
funds and students is a meaningful 
and reasonable way to induce 
accoun tab i I i t y . 

If a voucher system were Instituted 
parents should have the right to bus 
their children voluntarily to voucher 
receiving schools, at no additional 
cost to them, 

5. The State Education Department should 
continue to set minimum Education Re- 
quirements in all schools, whether they 
participate in the voucher system or not. 

6. Schools participating in the voucher 
program should be allowed to set their 

own educational standards and programs. 



SO 



SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 
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7* An Education Voucher System could 

initiate a healthy competition 
between and among schools. 

8. There are a sufficient number of qualified 
teachers in the Gary Public School 
System. 

9. The EVS will promote intcrgration 
In the Gary School System. 

10. Public Funds received by Parochial 
schools should be used for secular 
act ivi t ies on ly . 

11. If a voucher system were instituted, 
it should be administered by the 
existing Board of Education (School 
Trustees) . 

12. Every parent in Gary, regardless of 
income, should be allowed to parti- 
cipate in any Education Voucher System 
inst i tuted. 

13. The Education Voucher System being 
discussed in Gary is a great threat 
to the public school system. 

U. The separation of church and state 
should be maintained under any 
voucher plan. 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U 0 SO 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U 0 SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U 0 SO 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



15. The Education Voucher System pro- 
vides another tool for segregationists, 



SA A U D SD 



16. The Education Voucher System being 
discussed in Gary will inevitably 
lead to higher taxes. 

17. Under the Education Voucher System 
the value of the voucher should be 
higher for the disadvantaged child. 

18. Any new legislation that is required to 
institute the Education Voucher System 
in Gary should be encouraged. 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 



SA A U D SD 
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19. If the Education Voucher System 
were Instituted In Gary, It should 
not include parochial schools. 

20. The Education Voucher System should 
be explored even if Enabling Legis** 
lation is not fully obtained. 

21. The EVS now being discussed In Gary 
will make Teachers and Administrators 
more accountable to parents. 



ERIC ,,7 



SA A U 0 SD 



SA A U 0 SO 



SA A U D SD 



GLOSSARY OF TERMS 



Education Voucher Agency (EVA) - the proposed structure which would 
administer a voucher demonstration project. It could be an existing 
local Board of Education or an agency with a larger or smaller 
geographic Jurisdiction. 

Education Voucher System (EVS) - the total organization of EVA and the 
schools that come under its jurisdiction. 

Value of the Voucher - has been proposed that the value of the voucher 
be determined In the following ways: 

A. Basic Voucher - which is based on per capita expenditure for 
Gary school chi Idren. It has been estimated to be 
$800.00 - $860.00. 

B. Compensato ry Voucher - which is for disadvantaged children. 
It is proposed that the value of the voucher be increased on 
a sliding scale between 30 - 50% of the Basic Voucher. This 
would be dependent on a need which has not yet been specified. 
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THE PRE-PLANNING VOUCHEt^ BOAR D 
The 15 member Pre-Planning Voucher Board was selected from the Gary communfty. 
These menders represent constituents (stakeholders) which are those persons In 
the Gary community who have an actual stake In the decision elong with all 
matters dealing with the educetlonel process, and who will be affected by 
the Institution of a voucher system. This Includes administrators, teachers, 
parents, students, government, business and Industry. Broad-based Community 
organizations were asked to appoint or elect a representative to the Board 
along with representatives from the Governor's, Mayor's, and School board 
offices. The one criteria for Membership on the board was that the appointees/ 
electees be favorably disposed to the feasibility study. 



The members of the Pre-Planning Voucher Board are: 



Governor *s Of fi ce 
Dr. James B. Kessler 
Administrative Assistant 

Mayor's Office 
Mr. Carroll Harvey 
Special Assistant to 

Housing and Community 

Development 

Board of Ed, School Trustee 
Dr. Alfonso Holllday, I I 
Chairman of the Board of 

School Trustees 
School C i ty of Gary 

School Administrators 
Clement Watkips 
Principal Duncan School 

Teachers Union 
Mrs. Sandra Irons 
Beckman Jr. High School 



Parochiai Schools 
Mr. Edward B. Fech , Prin. 
Catholic Elem School 
Pres. of Diocese of 
Gary Schools 

Uni vers i ty 
d7! Frank C i zon 
Chairman or Sociology 
Indiana University 

Students 



Miss Faye Tippy 
Gary Youth Fourm 

Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Robert Waechter 
P res 1 dent 

Model Cities 

Mrs . Vivian LaMar 

Social Worker Aid 



City-Wlde P,T,A. 
Mr, Cleveland Broome 
Second Vice President 

Latin Coalition 
Mr . Tom Ml randa 
Representative to 
Voucher Workshops 

Metro Corp. 

Juanita Harris 

First Vice President on 

Metro Board 

American CivM Liberties 

U nion 
Mrs. Lotte Meyerson 

Reciprocal Education Pro- 
gram (REPT " 
Mrs. Mamie Porter 
Leadership Training Dir. 
for REP Counci 1 
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CONSULTANTS FACILITATORS 



Miss Judy Areen 

Center for PubUc Policy and Planning 
Cafrbridge» Mass 

Mr. Terry Bamett 
Harvard University 



Mr. Clarence Born, Esq. 
Attorney, Gary 

Mr. Robert Bothwell 

Center for Public Policy and Planning 

Cambridge, Mass. 

Mr. Henry Casanave 

National Director of Model 

Cities Program, Public Service Careers 



Or. Robert Dentler 
Dl rector 

Center for Urban Education 
New York 



Mr. Dennis Doyle 

Center for Public Policy and Planning 
Carrfcridge, Mass. 



Dr. Mario FantinI 

Dean, School of Education 
State University of New York 



Monslgnor Melevage 
Superintendent 

Diocese of Catholic Schools - Gary 

Dr. Montague 01 i ver 
Former member of 
Gary School Board 

Miss Wendy Peter 
Abt Associates 

Cambridge, Mass. 



Mr. Fred Stern 
President 

Calumet Chapter ACLU 



Mrs. Barbara Leak Wesson 

Model Cities 
Gary 



Mr. Charles WI Ison 

New York University 

New Careers Training Laboratories 
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